—— 





26rn ConG.........2ND Sxss. 





_ 


~~ BY BLAIR & RIVES. 








Coniiaued from No. 3. 


Cheetaw Indians; A bill to amend an act entit'ed 
“An act more effectually to provide for the punish- 
ment of certain crimes against the United States and 
for other purposes; 

A bill to prevent the counterfeiting any foreign 
copper, gold, silver, or other coin, and to prevent 
the bringing into the United S:a’es, or ultering any 
ceunterfeit foreign copper, gold, silver, or other 
coin; 
were considered as in committee of the whole, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


PURSERS IN THE NAVY. 
The bill establishing the pay and emolunents of 
pursers in the navy being taken up, 


Mr. WILLIAMS explained the provisions of 
this bill. He said it was introduced at the last ses- 
sion, and passed the Senate, but was left with the 
unfinished business of the other House, and was 
now again introduced, with the intention to fix and 
determine the compensation to pursers. As now 
established, their compensation was forty dollars a 
month, together with certain privileges and per- 
quisites, which were deemed to be extravazant. 
One great source of préfit to pursers was on arti- 
cles furnished to ‘sailois—whose wages were 
scarcely sufficient to indnce men to enter the ser- 
vice—wWhich amounted to eight or ten dollars per 
man. Now as there were from one thou- 
sand to twelve hundred persons in a seventy- 
four, and the purser received from each person 
from eight to ten dollars on articles furnished, 
which came outof the wages of the poor sail r, 
this compensation was deemed ex'ravagant, and it 
was the wish of Government that it should be 


abolished, in justice to the sailor, and a 
reasonable and proper compensation — suabsti- 
tuted; and with this object, this bill had 


been in'roduced. Besides this bill, there had 
been others of a similar character prepared during 
previous sessions, but this diff-'red from them in 
luis respect; they proposcd a compensation to the 
purser something less than was proposed by this 
measure: this maiter of difference, however, had 
been determined upon for the purpo:e of s curing 
to the service the be-t men, by siving them a {.ir¢ 
compensation, ard as some equivalent tor ‘he loss 
of the perquisites of which this bill would deprive 
them, which amounted to the exhorbitant sum of 
25 per cent. on nece:saries, and 50 p<r cent. on 
what were called luxuries, in which were included 
tea and coffee and sugar. Of the rate of :emunera- 
tion, he further observed that it was necessary to 
pay with some liberality the purs-+rs of our navy, 
inasmuch as they were exposed to risks by losis 
on the property entrusted to them, for the security 
of which they were compelled to give bonds, on en- 
tering the service, tothe amount of $25,000. They 
were bound to account criticaily to the Depariment 
for the property in their care, and Senators would 
recollect that during a single cruise, it not unfre- 
quently happened that property of the value of half 
a million of dollars passed throvgh their hands. It 
was importan', there ore, that Government : hould 
give such compensation as would secure the ser. 
vices of faithful and responsible and efficient men, 
while at the same tim: something was done to 
relieve the sailors from the oppressive exactions 
\o which they were subjected, which was certainly 
a great evil, both to the service and to the couniry. 
This the present bill was intended to eff.c', but it 
would call for a greater ;um than heretofore from 
the Treasury. 

Mr. HUBBARD did not intend thes to say any 
thing in opposition to the bill; bat it proposed to 
fix the {salaries of the pursers, and to pay them 
from the Treasury, thereby effecting an entire 
change in the system, they having been hithertopaid 
10 part by ceriain perquisites. If it went into 
operation it wonld impose a very severe tax on the 

treasury; and therefore, especially as the Senate 
was not fully attended, he hoped it would be laid 
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on the table. Whether the salaries were, or were 
not rish', he did not intend to discass; bat he 
hoped the S:nate would not, during this session, 
utdertake to pass a bill efectirg suc. a change, 
acd especially as it would impose so seve e a (ax 
on the Treasury, which it was so litile able to bear; 
he, therefore, moved to lay it on the table, and they 
could take it up on some future day, if the S.na- 
tor from Maine desired it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS had no objection to a post- 
ponement, but he obj-c'ed to the sammary dispo- 
sition of it, which the Senator fiom New Hamp- 
shire suggested. 

Mr. HUBBARD said he would call it up agiin 
ona future day, if the Senator dcs red it; but on 
mature reflection he hoped tie Senator would not 
make such a request. 

Mr. BUCHANAN hoped so too. There vere 
some provisions in this bil!—which, however, he 
had not been able tocxaminecarefully—to which he 
had insurmountable cbjections, he objected to the 
Government becoming a merchant, aud going into 
the market to buy articles, for the purpose of selling 
them out again to the sailors. He was opposed to 
such jobbing; and he bel:eved much of which com- 
piaint was made could be got rid of, by compeiling the 
pursers to exhibit their invoices and a'lowing them 
a moderate per centage of profit on the cost of the 
ariicles. He hoped tre bill would be laid vpon the 
tab'e, and never cal'ed up again. 

Mr. WILLIAMS defended the bill, and said 
that, under its piovisious, Government could no 
more occupy the postion of a merchant than at 
present; aud this be i us:raied by detai's of the 
prevailing practice. Alter a few other observe- 
tions, the bill, by consen’, was laid on the table for 
the present. 

NAVY PENSIONS. 

The bil! to make new provisions respecting navy 
pensions, and making further provisicns in rela- 
tion to navy pensioners, being taken up, 

Mr. WILLIAMS explained the necessity for 
the passage of this bill. 

Mr. CALHOUN inquired whether he under- 
s'ood correctly thatit way propo ed to charge the 
naval pensions on the Treasury, and that the old 
fund created by deductions from seameu’s wages 
Was to ceas’. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said the fand which had 
hitherto supplied the pensions of seamen was creat- 
ed by the sale of prizes taken by our ships of war, 
and that system was adopted as early as the year 
1800. But in 1815 further appropriat ons were 
requisite, and an addition was mace thereto; but 
tre contributions from seamen’s wages were appro- 
priated to he defrayal of hospital charges The 
pensions were extended from time to time, first 
from the criginal obdjects for which they were in- 
tended to the widows of wflicers killed in active ser- 
vice, or who had died of wounds received in service, 
and then to the widows of se.men who died under 
similar circum-tances. These additions went on, 
and increased until pensions were given to the 
widows and children of officers and seamen dying 
in the service, whether wounded or not. The 
fund, however, was equal to the claims made upon 
it up to 1837; but in March of that year, Congress 
passed a law extending the pen-ivns to. widows 
back to the time of the decease of their husbands, and 
many went so far back as forty years; one instance 
he mentioned. Hesaid in the year 180), a sailing 
master, who had originally gone out as a Sailor, 
was taken from the merchant service, and in the 
course of two or three weeks efter, the ship into 
which he was taken was lost. The widow of that 
maa has now established her c'aim to a pension 
since the last session of Congress—the Jaw being 
imperative, and the Secretary of the Navy hav- 
ing no discretionary, power—and she has taken 
from the Treasury ten thousand dollars for ar- 
reatages Of pensions since the year 1800. And, 
again, there were officers in the highest command 
in the navy, who have had pensions for disabilities 
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received thirty crforty years age; there were mea 
now Comman liog vess'!s in the navy, and receiv- 
ing their full pay, who, in addition, are in the re- 
ceipt of pensions of twenty dollars per moath from 
the pension fund for vial diability. All these 
charge have extausied the fund, and it was be- 
ee-saty to mzke provwion for the pensions due on 
the lst of January. 

Mr. CALHOUN inquired whether these enor- 
Mous pens.ons were to be taken trom the Trea- 
sury. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said this bill was intended to 
cutoff all pensions except for disabilities and for 
ihe widows and children of officers and men hill-d 
or dying of wounds received ia the hne of their 
duty. 

Mr. CALHOUN asked what was the amount of 
the pension list. 

Me WILLIAMS replied that the whole of the pen- 
sicns how amceunied to $120,000, but he believed by 
this bill it woald be from 3,00) to $40,000. This 
bil would not repeal the old law relating to the crea- 
tion of the fund, for it would be necessary, if we 
Should have another war; but, by its provisions, 
peas ons hereaiter wou'd not be given but for disa- 
bilities, «nd for five years to the widows and chil- 
dren uncer sixteen of persons killed in batile or dy- 
ing of wounds received in the discharg? of their du- 
ty; and it cutoff all the pensious now es'ablished 
—such as pensions to the widows and children of 
men cying a natural deat, thorgh they belong to 
the navy. Ili a’so provides that the pensions 'o be 
gven siou'd on'y commerce from the time the 
proof was coaple ely established to the claw; aad 
thatno persoa employed by Government, and re- 
ceiving pay for his services insuch employmen!, 
siould be entitled to a pension. 

Mr. WRIGHT hoped this bill would not pro- 
gress furiher at the present time. It was a bill of 
great importance, and required the most serious 
atien‘ion of the Senate; and as it was of the same 
class as the bill jast disposed of, he moved that it 
be laid on the table. He was anx.ous to go as far 
as he could go to restrain improvid-at legislation; 
and on this subject th re sppeared to him to have 
bea much improv.dent legisianon. Hf they were 
tv put the.e peasions en anew basis, and make 
them chargeable to the Treasury, he hoped it would 
be on some day set apart for the purpose, when 
they could come prepared to go into the discussion 
oi the whole of these pension | sts. 

Afiera few words from Mr. WILLIAMS and 
Mr. WRIGAT, the bill was made the special order 
for the fieet Monday tn January. 

PENSION TO HANNAH LEIGHTON. 

The bil granting a pension to Hannah Leighton 
being taken up, 

Mr. PIERCE stated the object of this bil!, and 
the claims of the applicant oa the bounty of the 
Government. 

Mr. WRIGHT said this was a case which ap- 
pealed rather to their sympathies than to any esta- 
blished principle. He awarded to the Commit ce 
on Pensions, [rom whom it came, his thanks, and 
h- said they deserved the thanks of the country, for 
their faithfulness and attention to their duties, and 
therefore it gave him pain to oppo:e them on this 
occasion; bat he considered this bill was estab ish- 
ing a preecdent fur the extension of the pension 
list that would be fearful and dangero«s, and there- 
fore he could not allow it to pass in silence. 

Mr. PIERCE said this :ubject was discussed at 
some lengih at the last session, and it would be re- 
collected that the applicant for this pension wasthe 
widow of the first officer who fell in the war of the 
Revolution; and under the peculiar circumstances 
of the case, the commitiee had recommended the 
granting cf this pension, thongh differing from ihe 
usual principlk—that of actual service for six 
months—the hustand of this poor w«man having 
fallen in the first engagemen'. 

Mr. KUNG recollected the case well, and | ae + 
it bed been pressed on Congress, because it was a 
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strong case, and one that appealed to ‘heir sympa- 
thies to depart fiom the fixed rule of Congress; but 
if they deparied from that rule in one case, where 
were they to stop? He had before felt compelled 
10 oppose it, and should do so again, from a sense 
of what he conceivedte be right. 

Mr. CALHOUN said the statements mae this 
day respecting the naval pensions, afforded them a 
striking lesson how they created new precedents. 
Plunder, and not pens'un, was the proper word to 
apply to many of the sums claimed as navy pen- 
sions; and in this class, if they once went Leyond 
the rigid rule of justice, they would ope the way to 
a similar squandering of the public money. He 
was of opinion that the last man that fell in the Re- 
volution was cqually meritorious with the first; and 
he regretted that the committee had brought for- 
ward this proposition, while he awarded to them 
the praise to which the faithful discharge of their 
duties had entitled them. He hoped that the 
Senate would not yield to their feelings of hu- 
manity, but adhere to a strict rule of justice; and 
hat he might have an opportunity to record his 
vote, he called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. PIERCE sai’, as this bill had been fully 
debated at the last session, and passed by a large ma- 
jority on ayes and noes, he had hoped it would 
have not been deemed necessary to have 
called for them now. The force of the remark of the 
Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Carnoun,]} 
that they ought to adhere to a Jine of rigid justice, 
he did not comprehend. What hed Congress done 
from time to time? Why, they had extesded the 
pens'on law, as would be well remembered, to in- 
clude the widows of such Revolutionary soldiers as 
were married priorto the expiration of their last 
term of service. In 1633 it was extended to the 
widows of such soldiers as married prior to 1794, 
and now it was known almost to every one in that 
chamber, that it included the cases of the widows of 
soldiers who had seen no service, if their names 
had been enrolled for six months. In his jadgment, 
if the rule of rigid justice had been adhered to, 
pensions would have been given to the widows of 
all those who fell upon the field of battle during the 
Revolution, rather than to those who entered the 
army near the close of the war, and who had not 
seen more than six months’ ‘service, and 
who, corsequently, had not teen acquainted 
with the sufferings and the deprivations of 
those who participated in the conflict from the 
beginning. Whocould say that rizid justice would 
not afford relief to this poor widew sooner than to 
those to whom it was granied under the law of 
1836 and 1838? She was in indigent circum- 
stances: the case Was a strong one, and appealed 
io their jastice, to their feelings of humanity, and 
he hi ped the smaiisum proposed to be given to 
her by the bill woald oct be withheld. 

Mr, CALHOUWN said be consiered the pension 
list no more than a great system of charity, and he 
maintained that the pension to men for six months’ 
sei vice Was an impcsition, and to assume the name 
of pension wasa fraud on the public. It went 
under the name of charity, butits truce name was 
plunder. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN «aid he had teen laboring 
under the impression that this bill had passed 
through both Houses of Congress at the last ses- 
sion, but he found he was mistaken. It was vain 
to tell him that this case was the same as every 
other case—it was vain to tell him that this could 
be tortured into a precedent which cou!d be abused. 
It was a case that stood by itself—it was differ- 
ent morally, socially, and in every other point, as 
this was an 2pplicatien in favor of the widow of 
the first man that feli in the Revolution, when 
there was no regularly organized Government. 
That man, stirred by his own patrioti:m, without a 
country, he might almost say, went forward to 
make and create, and then to defend that country. 
Should he then be to!d that this case would not 
be distinguished both in the hearts and reasons of 
men, from the case of others under an organized 
Government? Sacha statemeut would not reach 
his understanding, nor his feelings. He hoped this 
bill would be passed, and that this nation would 
not longer remain under the reproack of refusing 
& piece of bread to maintain this poor widow of a 


Revolutionary officer, who received his death wound 
under such circumstances. He, too, would call 
for the ayes and noes, that he might record his 
vote; and if there were abuses, !ei those that com- 
mit them take the responsibility. 


Mr. CALHOUN said this happened to be the 
first case, and the S:nator had said it was distin- 
guished from the last. Now it would be recol- 
lected that the last cace—the man killed by the last 
gun that was fired in (he war of independence, was 
the gallant Co!. John Laurens, who was then 
acting es a volunteer, and who had rend<red im- 
portant diplomatic services to his country while in 
Europe; and he believed his family was now in a 
helpless condition. Now he asked if the case of 
the last man was noi as strong as the case of the 
first? Was not the case of the man who went gal- 
lantly through from the beginning to the end of the 
contest, and who bore the brant of the battle, as 
good as that of the man who fe!l at the onset? 
And if they were to go over the cases between those 
extremes, they would find a thousard instances not 
much less strong, and all, it would te admitted, 
making a strong appeal! to their feclings. But the Se- 
nator said this cou!d not be drawn into a preecden!. 
Did he forget the naval pensions, of which they 
had this day heard? If this bill were pas:ed, at a 
futare day others would come in, aad this case 
would be appealed to, to show that at such a time, 
and by such a vote, the Sena'e had given a pension 
to the widow of an officer who fell in the Revolu- 
tion, and Congress would naturally give to all who 
fell under similar circamstances. He was glad 
the ayes and noes had been called, for he wished to 
record his vote; tht public had b:ea plundered 
long enough, and he hoped the system would be 
brought tua termination. 


Mr. WESSTER said, as there were some Se- 
nators present who were not here last year, he 
would relate th: circumstances of this case, but he 
should neither adorn nor illustrate it. All readers 
of our history know that on the evening of the 18th 
of April, 1775, the British army let Boston to pro- 
ceed to Concord,where the colonial stores were col- 
lected, to seize thove stores. That was the com- 
mencement of the war. On the morning of the 
19ik, this intelligence had been commupicatcd to 
aconside‘able distance by the use of torches, tar 
barrels, and other signals, and before noon of the 
19h April, Isaac Davis, an interesting young 
man, of between eighteen and nineteen years of 
age, the husband of the applicant, who was 
then the captain of a militia company, was on 
his way to protect the Colonial stores. Before 
the British troogs could arnve at Concord, they 
sentiorward a party to take possession of two 
bridges on the Concord river, which were situated 
three or four miles apari; and, at an early hour, 
this intention was Known for many miles round, 
and Isaac Davis, with his company, were soon 
under armsand on their march. They arrived at 
Concord by a road that led to the lower of these 
bridges, and there, on the right and on the left, 
were seen other collections of the militia of Massa- 
chusetis; but there was no organization amongst 
them. Davis, with his company, however, kept 
on his course, according tv his own sense 
cf propriety; before he reached the bridge, ad- 
monitory shouts were given to the militia not to 
approa’h, and as the admonition was disregarded, 
the British fired and several men fell. Davis then 
pressed forward, and as heapproached the bridge 
the British again fired, and he fell; but in the cun- 
test that ensued the British were driven back to 
Boston. His widow, after his death, was married 
to another person, and acquired the name of Leigh- 
ton. She was now ninety years of age, was poor and 
penniless, and her case presented two questions for 
the consideration of the Senate—whether, on the 
one hand, the passage of this bill for the relief of 
this poor old woman would be a plundering of the 
Government 


Mr. CALHOUN hops:d the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts did not intend to convey the impression 
that he had so characterized it. 

Mr. WEBSTER did not say the Senator from 
South Carolina had so characterized it, but he had 
said that many of the pensions granted for alleged 


services during the Jate war were a plundering of 
the Government. 

Mr. CALHOUN said there were some excep. 
tions. 

Mr. WEBSTER hoped there were many excep. 
tions. Now what was the danger of this case be. 
coming a precedent? Were there many such cases? 
Could there be another such a case? There could 
not be precisely such another care; and yet, as the 
Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Pierce) had 
said, they bad acknowledged the claim of the 
widows of men who had served but six months, 
and who con:equently furnished a less strong case 
than this. He thought it a strong case; there was no 
case like it. He had received communications 
from as honorable and as high-minded men as were 
in Massachuset:s, requesting him to interest him- 
self in the case ef this poor womar; and he hoped 
something would now be done for her by Con. 
gress. 

Mr. WRIGHT hoped he might be indulged in a 
few remarks on the subject then before the Senate; 
and he owed it to himself to say, however much 
le-s sensible he might appear to be to the sympa- 
thies of the human heari than other Senators who 
had preceded him, it was with great embar- 
rassment and pain that he opposed a case of 
this kind; and were it not that he saw in it the 
introduction into their legis'ation of a princi- 
ple of fearful extent, he should not be heard in cp- 
position; but under that consciousness he had op- 
posed it before, and he felt bound to do so again. 
But he begged permission to say a few words in ex- 
planation. He did not question at all the right of 
the present Committee on Pensions to introduce a 
new principle into the pension system; he had no 
doubt that this case had appealed to the strongest 
feelings of their hearts, and that they had been in- 
duced by their sympathies to present it to the 
Senate; but he desired to say that it was 
presented here on a principle new to him in the 
pension sytem. What had been the basis assumed 
as the basis of pensions hitherto? Length of 
service. Upon what principle was the law of 1818 
based? If his memory served him right, it was s>r- 
vice inthe regular army, and for at least nine 
months. Upon what hypothesis were pensions 
based then? He could not say positively, for 
he was not in the Congress at that time, but he had 
always supposed onthe hypothesis that the time 
of a man had been consumed in the service 
of his country, and that he had never been re. 
munerated for that service, or that he had been 
paid in continental paper which was worth nothing; 

and at that Jate day, that was the manner in which 
it was proposed to compensate him for the early 
service of his life in the perils of that war. Taat 
he supposed to be the predication of the pension act 
of 1818. They passed on then, *so far as his me- 
mory served him, without any important ad- 
dition to that act until the year 1828, and 
then they passed a very important law pension- 
ing a certainclass of officers of the Revolation. 
And on what ground? Why, they had been pa- 
triotic enough to peril their lives in the service of 
their country. Yes: and he (Mr. Wricnr) was act- 
ing at the time that law was passed—it was asa 
commuiation of a promise held out to them by the 
old Congress, which had either not been fulfilled 
or not eqnivalenily falfilled; on that he knew the 
action of Cengress was based, or of the other branch 
of it, of which he was a member when the law of 
1828 was passed. In 1832again, a much more broad 
and comprehensive pension act was passed, but 
he (Mr. Wricar) was not then a member of Con- 
gress. But what was its peculiar characteristic? 
First to shorten the term of service from nine to six 
months, and to comprehend the militia, as well as 
the regular army. These, according to his recol- 
lection, were the features of that law—a term of 
service, sacrifices, and loss of time, which had not 
been compensated for, was the predication of that 
law. Well, then, so far, pensions were confined to 
persons who had performed service, and they had 
not then deparied from that principle either in favor 
of widows or heirs. In 1836, another pension law 


was passed, and a most significant and important 
law it was. He was a member of this body at 
the time, and he felt it to be a just reproach 0° 
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on himself when he said, that when that law was | 
passed, he was not fully aware of the extent of | 
its provisions—he then was derelict of his duty; | 
but what was the principles of that law? Itre- | 
tained, to his understanding, the same predication; | 
it extended pens’ons t+ the widows of officers and | 
soldiers of the Révoluton, who were the wives | 
of such officers and soldiers at the time when | 
they performed service—to widows who had them- 
selves sustained sacrifices, and injuries produced ia | 
their families, by the taking away the head of the | 
family into the military se. vice of the country. So 
far, then, though they had gone astep beyond the 
individuals who had performed the service, they | 
had retained the broad basis on which the pension 
system was founded. It was in 1836 that thatlaw 
was passe; and in 1838 they passed another most | 
essential measure, as they had seen in its operation 
on the Treasury, for he thought he was not | 
mistaken when he said it had four 
millions of dollars from the Treasury, or had add- | 
ed that much to the expenses of the Government. 
These laws were passed when they had an over- 
flowing Treasury, impelling them ou to an over- 
flowing expenditure. This, then, was a brief re- 
view of what he understood to be the general pen: | 
sion laws whic. had been passed; he kne., as the | 
honorable chairman of the committee said, that | 
particular laws had passed, but he asked if | 
this proposed Jaw did not contaia a_ princi- 
ple entirely new? From the fact stated by the | 
Senator from M*assachuretis, the time was 
nothing, at the most but twenty-four hours, but it 

| 

| 

| 


taken 


was the service of the life of a gallant and patriotic 
officer. Bat he was not the first man that feil, fur 
the Senator from Massachusetts told them that five 
or six freemen of this country fell before the wea- 
pon was aimed at the life of this cflicer. Could 
they, then, pension his widow, and not the widows 
of those o'her men? Coald they make such a dis- 
tinction? Yes, and the next day, 7nd the next, the 
patrio‘s of that period rushed to the battle field; and 
should they say that the wilow of the man who 
fell on the firs: day of that contest should havea 
pension for her lite, and that the widows of those 
who served in that patrictic strusgie for a longer 


Could men make this distinction? Could their sym- 
pathies induce them to yield to this claim, and not 
yield to the othe.1s?) He had spoken in admiration 
of the committee, and that admiration made it 
most reluctant duty to oppo:e them; but to what 
extent the principle might be carrie, if they open- 
ed the decor, he could not say;and therefore, he felt 
impelled to guard again-t unforeseen evils. Who 
had appreheaded’ when the law of 1838 was passed, 
the millions on millions that had been taken from 
the Treasury in that short period? No man, he 
ventured tosay. Who could say now, if they 
adopted the principle that the living widows of 
othergaijant spirits who rushed to the battle field on 
the first day of the Revolution, would not claim to 
be pensioned for life;and not only pensioned for 
tife, but, as in this case, for some years back. 

Mr. BENTON,. Nine years back. 

Mr. WRIGHT continued: Tu what extent the 
priaciple would lead, he could not conceive. if 
this bill were to become a law of Congress— 
if this case were to prevail, who could stand 
up and protect his sympathies against grant- 
ing similar pensions to the widows of those 
who fell at Lexington before the fall of this 
Officer? It was views of thissort thatimpelied him 
a year ago, and which would impel bim now, to 
oppose this bill, appealing as forcibly as it did, with 
an irresistible furce, to their sympathies and their 
feelings of humanity. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he voted for the passage 
of this bill last session, and he intended to vote for 
it again; and while he avowed that inteation, he 
took the opportunity to say that it was his purpose 
on all occasions to watch the expenditures oi the 
Government, and to vote for no meazure for 
which he could not vole with a strict sense 
of justice. It was said to be a new prin- 
ciple in cur law to grant pensions to widows 
of men who had rendered service to their coun- 
try; but he affirmed that it was an old national 
principle, and not only in our system, but in every 


| 
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other country he believed; certainly in all “hose 
civilize i countries with which he was acquainted. 
Why, if an officer of our army went to the baitle fields 
of Fiorids, and served but a single day, what was 
the consequence? Why his witow received a pen- 
sion. The death of a husband, immolated in the 
service of his counuy, had in it a snffic:ent 
justification for the grant. This was the uni- 
versal rule which pervaded the civilized world; 
and he was not certain that in this country 
itought to be confined to this single case. Right 
or wrong, Congress had previded that the widows 
of Revolationary soldiers, who were married whea 
their husbands were ia the service of the country, 
should be pensioned, and with strong rea on; but 
they had gone further, and granted a pension to 
every lady who had married a Revolutionary sol- 
to 1794. He was prety much cf the 
opinion wiih the S-nater from New York ia 
regard to that, batas ithad been made, he was 
not disposed to quarrel with it. But how could 
he justify himself if he said that the widows of 
those who came forward to serve their couniry in 
the hour of its utmost need should not be eatitled, 
by fsuch meritorious service, to a pension, when 
the widows of those who served but six month:, 
and those who married prior to 94, were so pro- 
vidid foi? Could they say that thos: who saerificed 
their all, should not be provided for, while those 
who came ia when the danger was neaily at ar 
end were now drawing pensions from the 
country; and who, perhaps, were reaping 
advantages in civi! life by the glory which 
their military service gave them? Should, 
then, the women were the partners of 
oar soldiers at a time when they were cal'ed upon 
to sustain privation and sufferiugs in their country’s 
defence, be denied #ssistance and compensaii nu? 
If so, there would be netther justice, nor equali'y, 
nor right in the denial. Now, as to the burden on 
the Treasury, he could not think it would be very 
great. The claims wecat back to ‘83: that was ftity- 
seven years ago; the period of marrisge in this 
conntry, he believed, was about twea'y, and 
that would make any lady now living seven'y- 
sevea years of age, and there could not be many 
such. He confessed, wih his princip'es and jeet- 
ings, he could not sive his vote against this old la- 
day’s claim,and he did not fear that it would be sei- 
ting a bad precedent; and he could not conceive,how 
any of his married friends couid refuse to provide 
for this poor old widow, who had peculiar claims 
oa them for protection. 

The question was ihea taken on ordering the bi'l 
to bz engrossed, and decided in the aili mative, 
yeas 29, nays 13, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Buchanan, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Dixou, Falton, Graham, Wenderson, 
Hantington, Knight, Mer:ick, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Norveil, Phelps, Pierce, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, 
Raggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, S:urgeon, Tali- 
madge, Walker, Wall, Webs:er, White, and Wil- 
liams—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Ciay 
of Alabama, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Margum, Roane, Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, 
and Wrigh'—13. 

And then the Senate adjourned. 


who 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, Dec. 23, 1840. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Post Office Depa’tment, in 
compliance with the resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the 15th instant, transmitting a 
list of ail the curtailments in the transportation of 
tae mail, made since the close of the first sess:on ¢ f 
the present Congress, with the daes whea such 
cultailments were made, the time when they took 
effect, and the ameunt of each. 

On motion of Mr. EVERETT, laid on the table, 
and o:dered to be printed. 

Pelitions were then presented by— 

Mr. SHAW, of New Hampshire. 

Messrs. SALTONSTALL and WINTHROP, 
of Massachusetts. 

Mr. @ViLLINGHAST, of Rhode Island. 

Mr. SLAD®, of Vermont. 

Mr. FLOYD, of New York. 
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Mr. JAMES, of Pennsylvania, asked leave to 
present a petilion from an Anti-Slavery Si ciety in 
his State; and, as the shorter way of stating its con- 
tents, preceeded to read the petition. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON objecied io the read- 
ing. 

Mr. JAMES persisted, and, having read the pe- 
tition through, sent it to the Speaker that he might 
dee.de as to whether it came under the rule relating 
to Abolition panera. 

The SPEAKER decided that the petition was 
embraced bv the rule. 

Mr. JAMES then moved a suspension of the 
rale 1a order that the petition might be received. 

Mr. W. COST JCHNSON moved to Jay the 
motion to spend on the table. 

Mr. SLADZ asked forth» reading of the peti- 
tion, in order that he might know on what he was 
required to vote. 

The SPEAKER said that a statement of its con- 
tents had already been made by the member from 
Pennsylvania; and the rule under which the peti- 
tion came prohibited its reading 

The questioa being on the motion to lay the mo- 
tion to suspend on the table, 

Mr COST JOHNSON demanded the yeas and 
bays; but on observing that the House, was not 

















full, witsdrew the call. 


Ni. ADAMS renewed ii, and the yeas and nays 
being ordered, were taken and resulted as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Julius C. Alford, John W. Al 
len, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beirne, 
Blackwel!, Bend, Boyd, Aaroa V. Brown, Albert G. 
Browo, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, Carrol!, Car- 
ter, Chinn, Clifford, Connor, Cooper, Crabb, 
Craig, Crockett, Cross, Cartis, Pana, John Davis, 
John W.¢ avis, Garret Davis, Deberry, Doe, Doig, 
Earl, Kastman, Ely, tine, F.ser, Galbraith, Gar- 
lind, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Green, Griflia, Ham. 
mond, Hawe», Joha Hili of Va. J. hn Hill of N.C. 
Hillen, Hook, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jameson, Jeni- 
fer, Joseph Johnson, Wiliam Cost Jvhnson, 
Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, 
Keim, Kiile, Lane, McCarty, McC.ellan, Mce- 
Clure, McKay, Mitchell, Monroe, Montanya, 
Moore, Pickens, Pope, Rayner, Reynolds, Rives, 
Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, Stanly, Stuart, 
Sumter, Sweeny, Taliaferro, Francis Thomas, 
Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, John B. 
Thomp on, Triplet', Underwood, Vander poel, War- 
ren, Watterson, John White, Wick, Jared W. 
Williams, Thomas W. Wi'liams. Lewis Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, and Wise—99. 

NAYS—Adams, Barnaid, Beatty, Boardman, 
Sriges, Brockway, Calhoun, Carr, Casey, Chitien- 
den, Clark, Cranston, Cushing, Davee, E. Davies, 
Edwards, Fillmore, Fiecicher, Floyd, Giddings, 
Graxger, Hastings, Henry, Hant, Jackson, James, 
Kempshell, Leet, Linco'n, Lowell, McCulloch, 
Mallory, Marvia, Morgan, C. Mortis, Palen, Payn- 
ter, Peck, Proffit, Rarideu, Reed, Rus-ell, Salton- 
stall, Simenton, Slad’, Jono Sm th, Troman Smith, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Trambail, Peer J. Wagner, 
and Winthrop—53. 

‘Mr. JONES cf Virgivia, on leave, reported from 
the Committee on Ways and Means a biil mak- 
ing appropriation for thecurrent and contingent 
expenses of the 

INDIAN DEPARTMENT, 
and for fu fillixg thé various treaty stipulations 
with Iodian tribes. 

Mr. BARNARD wished to inquire the amount 

required for the Indian Depart- 
ment. 

Mr. JONES replied that it was $700,000. 

The above bill was read twice, and on motion 
of Mr. JONES, was referred to the Commitiee of 
the Whole on the state of the Uniun, and, with the 
accompanying documents, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JONES, on leave, reporied from the same 
committee a bill making appropriations for the 

NAVAL SERVICE, ~ 
for the year 1841; which was read twic, referred 
to a Commuttee of the Whole on the state of the 
Univa, and ordered to be printed, 

Petiticns were fariber presented by— 

Messrs. TAYLOR, WELLER, andG!DDINGS, 
of Obio. 
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Mr. TALIAFERRO, of Virginia. 

Mr. CHINN, of Lonis ana. 

Mr. CASEY, of Ilinois. 

Mr. DOTY, of Wiskonsan. 

Mr. DOWNING, of Florida. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. RIVES, from the Committee of Elections, 
offered a resolution propoving to pay to Jamrs 
Carlisle a’ditional compensation for services ren- 
dered as clerk to the Committee of Elections. 


Objection being made, the resolation lies over, 


under the rule. 


Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on Pablic | 


Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Jeremiah 
Field; which was committed to the Committee of 
the While. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported— 


A bill for the relief of Jehn Wilkinson’s heirs at || 


law; 
A bill for the relief of John Home; 
A bill for the relief of Ebenezer A. Lester; 
A bill for the relief of James Cox; 
A bill for the relief of Nicholis Hedges; 
A bill for the relief of Garret Vieit; 
A bill for the relief of Wm. P. Rathbone; 
A bill for the relief of Cnauncey Calhoun; 


Which were s« verally ieferred to the Committee || 


of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, f:om the Committee of Claims, 
reported— 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin C. Roberts; 
and 

A bill for the relief of Sylvester Phrlps, and the 
heirs or legal representatives of Charles Landon, 
decease’; 

Which were severally referred to the Committee 
o! the Wrole. 

Mr. CASEY 


lands, 

During the presentation of petitions and reports, 
leave was given to introduce the following resolu- 
tions: 

On motion of Mr. PROFFIT, 

Resolved, ‘That so much of the resolution of this 
House, adopted on the 17th December, 1840, as 
ealls for all the correspondence betwren the War 
Department and the superintendents of the Cum- 
berland road, &c. be hereby rescinded; and the said 


Department is required to furnish on!y copies of the |! 
orders (if any such have been given) t> suspend + " 
|) exp dency of ertablishing a national armory on 


operations on the public works, on the lake burdeis 
of Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Ilinois, Wiskoasan, 
anion the Cumberland road in Ohio, Indiana, and 
Itlincis; and also copies of orders to s+ll the ma- 
chinery, tools, implements, &ce. used on said works, 
an: belongitg to the United Sta‘es. 

Oa motion of Mr. BLACKWELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on tre Po:t Office 
and Post Roads be, and they are hereby, instructed 


to inquire into the propriety of estab‘ishing a post | 


route from Cleveland, Tennessee, to Tusca!ocsa, 
Alabama, to intersect the route from Knoxviliec, 
Tennessee, to Cleveland, Tennessee. 

On motion of Mr. McCLELLAN, 

Resolved, That the Cemmittee on Public Baile- 
ings and G.ounds ingure whether the falling of the 
chandelier in the hall of the House was caused by 
a detect in workmanship and consiraction; and 
also whether any money has been paid by the Clerk, 
and, if not, whether any onght to be paid, to the 
constructor of the chandelier. 

Oa motion of Mr. WELLER, 

Resolved, That the S.creary of the Treasury be 
required to report to this House whether any, 
and if any, what part or surplus, or additional sec- 
tions or parts of sections, (lying along and adjoin- 
ing, and within the line of alternate sections on the 
Miami canal, in the State of Ohio, and withheld 
from sale at the same time.) have been sold since Ist 
January, 1830, ‘0 the Ist January, 1839 Also, 
that he state to whom said lands were soid, at what 
office, and at what time, and at what price; and 
that he furnish copies of all instractions given by 
the different Commissioners of the General Land 
Office, from time to time, relating to withholding 


from sale lands on the route of the said Miami 
canal, 
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On motion ot Mr. EVERETT, 
Revolved, That the President of the United States 


| be requested to communicate to this House, if com- 


patible with the public interest, copies of all cor- 
respondence between this Government and the Go- 
vernment of Great Britain, relative to any proceed- 
ing on the part of that Government, which may 
have a tendency to interrupt our commerce wi'h 
China. 

Mr. ADAMS offered the following resolution, 
which, under the rule, lies over one day: 

Resxlved, That the Postmaster General be di- 
rected to report to this House 'he names of all the 
posimasters throrgaout the Usion who hare been 
removed from office since the 31 day of March, 
1829, with the names of the persons appointed in 
their places; underscoring the names of all those 
removed for official delinquency or misdemeanor, 
and specifying the nature thereof, the complaint 
upoa which the removal was made, the evidence 
in support of such complaint, and whether the offi- 


| cer removed was made acquainted with the com- 
| plaint, confronted with his accuser, or allowed to 


be heard in his defence. 

On motion of Mr. A. V. BROWN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instracted to inquire into the expe- 
diency of granting a pension to John Everly, of 
Giles county, Tennessee, for his Revolutionary 
services. 

On motion of Mr. EVERETT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be 


| instracted to inquire into the expediency of fur- 
| nishing to each of the State Legislatures a copy 


of the printed documents of both Houser—and of 
the Register of Debates, and of all other pnblica- 


| tions mad by order of either House, if a sufficient 
|| number of copies remain on hand. 

presented joint resolu'i®ns of the | 
Legislature o. lilinois, on the subject of the pubiic | 


On motion of Mr. TILLINGHAST, 

Resolv'd That the Committee on Commerce in- 
quire into the expediency of appropriating a sum 
of money for clearing out the obstructions to navi- 
gation in the Providenceriver, at and near Provi- 
dence, and at and near Pawtucket, both or either. 

On motion of Mr. CRANSTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of erecting 
a spindle on a sunken rceck near the centre of Nar- 
ragansett bay, on the west of Providence island. 

Oa motion of Mr. HENRY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be, and are hereby, instructed to inquire in‘o the 


the Westera waters west of ths Alleghany moun- 
tains, and to report by bill or otherwise, as may be 
deemed most expedient; and that all memorials and 
papers on file in the Clerk’s office in reiation to this 
subjeet, be placed in the hands of said committee. 

On motion of Mr. LEADBETTER, 

Resoluid, That the papers on file in favor of the 
claims of the heirs of Jacob Thomas, be referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. McCLURE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 


| Claims be, and are hereby direc’ed to inquire into 
| the propriety of reporting a bill for the rele’ of the 
| heirs and legal reprecentatives of Captain John 
| Smich, deceased, late of Camberland county, Penn. 


whos petition and papers were mislaid and lost by 


| the said committee at a former session of Congress, 
| afier it had been determined to report im favor of 


hisclaims as an officer of the army of the Revo- 
lution. 

Mr. REYNOLDS presented a memorial from the 
Legislature of Iilinois, remonstrating against the 
mode and price of disposing of the public land ly- 
ing within the States recently admitted into the 
Union; which he moved should be referredto the 
Committee on Pablic Lands, with the following in- 
structions: 

“To report a bill to grant prospective pre-emp- 
tions to settlers on the public Jands, and to reduce 
the price to settlers according to the valne of said 
lands.” 

The motion giving rise to debate, was, under the 
rale, laid over. 

REVENUE LAWS. : 

Mr. ADAMS, afiersome explanatory remarks 
showing under what circumstance House bill No. 


100, providing for the more faithful execution of 
the laws relating to the collection of daties on im. 
ports, had beea lest at the last session for want of 
time, moved to refer it to the Committe on Manu. 
factures. 

Mr. PICKENS objected to the bill being taken 
up otherwise than in its regular order on the ca- 
lendar. 

Mr. WISE wished to ask the gentleman from 
Massachusetts if that was the revenue bill intro- 
daced by him at the last session, and on which the 
Senate added, by way of amendment, fourteen 
sections imposing a new tarif. 

Mr. ADAMS explained that it was; but his view 
in moving a reference to the Committee on Manu- 
factures was not to have them report the whole of 
the bill, as amended by the Senate, but the bill as 
it; was originally reported from the committee, 
So far as he was concerned, it was not his wish 
thata revenue bill should be regorted, but a bill 
only for the suppression of fraud. Mr. A. then al- 
Inded to a meeting of certain merchants in New 
York city in relation to the tariff, with a view of 
showing in what manner they had taunted the 
House, and insinuated how members of the House 
were to be managed with ‘‘champagne and mo- 
ney.” Mr. A. said, the proceedings of the meet- 
ing had been reported in one of the New York pa- 
pers,and were of a character derogatory to the 
dignity of the House. Mr. A. asked who were 
these New York merchants who thus showed their 
e-timate of the standing of the House? He believed 
there was not a native of New York among them, 
but that they were of the class of foreigners for 

whom the bill of last session was intended to ap- 
ply. They were the particular alles of the gentle. 
man from South Carolina, but he, Mr. A. did not 
like the character of such allies. 

Mr. A. then submitted his motion of reference 
to the Committee on Manufactures. 

The SPEAKER stated that the motion could be 
entertained only by a suspension of the rules. 


Mr. STANLY moved a suspension of the rules, 
for the purpose of enabling the motion of reference 
to be submitted. 


Mr. WISE, before he voted, wished to havea 
little more information on the subject. The bill 
introduced by the gentleman from Massachusetts 
at the last session was a bill to prevent frauds on 
the revenue. Its object was not to disturb the tariff 
question or interfere with the compromise bill. It 
did not propose the imposition of a new tariff, but 
simply to enforce the laws on the existing tariff. 
As such, the bill passed the House, and although 
he con:idered the bill arbitrary in many of its pro- 
visions, hs yet made no serious opposition to it. 
It went to the Senate, where, under the specious 
title of “a bill to prevent irauds on the reveuue,” 
a number of additional sections were addid, laying 
on anew tariff, disturbing the compromise act, and 
imposing on cerfa'n articles on additional duty of 
from 25 to 50 per cent. Tiat bil), with the addi- 
tion of fourteen sections,4ad never passed the House, 
but was referred to a commitiee. 


Mr. W. then vindicated the merchants of 
New York from the charge alluded to by Mr. 
Apams. He, 100, saw the reposted preceedings of 
the meeting of merchants in that city; but he would 
inform the gentiemen and the House that the re- 
port was nothing but a caricature of the proceed- 
ings, published in the New York Herald. He was 
authorized to say that there was not a word of truth 
in the representations there made, and it was with 
deep regret that the merchants of New York had 
seen the ‘‘caricature” of their proceedings go forth, 
representing them as using such language in rela- 
tion to the character and standing of the House. 
As one instance showing how much reliance was 
to be placed on the caricature report of the Herald, 
Mr. W. referred toit as saying that the gentleman 
from Massachusets (Mr. A.] introduced this bill at 
the last session when there were but four members 
present. The whole report was of a similar cba- 
racier, entirely false, and relating words which had 
never been uttered at that meeting. Mr. W. re- 
ferred to a letter received from one of the merchants 
who composed the meeting, (Mr. Jeffries) explain- 
ing the matter, and said he was sure that if the 
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geatieman from Massachusetts had seen it, he 
would n t have made the remarks het ad. 

As for the merenants of New York being the 
“allies” of the gentleman from South Carolina, he, 
Mr. W. would assert that the South stood in need 
of no allies. On that question the Souh would 
stand alone on its own strength, and by that means 
they would sscure more firmly the faith of the 


country. All they asked was that the tariff ques- . 


tion might be left where it was in 1832; bat when 
jtshould be disturbed, let the question be raised 
fairly, and not insidiously included in a bill by its 
title purporting to be only a bill for preventing 
frauds on therevenue. The present bill, with the 
additional sections of the Senate,was not the bill of 
last session. Moreover, he believed that the bill 
had died at the last session, and that in orler to re- 
vive the subject again, it must be introduced de 


novo. 

Mr. MONROE arose amidst much confusion, 
and expressed a desire to say a few words on the 
subject. After stating his fear of ever coming in 
contact with the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
{Mr. Apams,] he observed that he would gladly, 
on all occasions, leave him alone, except when he 
said any thing calculated to injure the reputation of 
the high minded merchanis of New York. Mr. 
M. then proceeded to describe the character of the 
meeting held in that city, and con:end:d that the 
persons who attended it were as honorable and high 
minded as the gentietran himse'f. ‘The report of the 
Herald, falsifying and caricaturing the proceedings, 
had excited fee'ings of the deepest morutizticn, in 
proot whereof he begged !eave to have read by the 
Clerk a letter be had received on last night from 
Mr. Jeffries, one of the sprakers of that mecting, 
and whose remarks had been ecaricatured by the 
Herald. 

The letter of Mr. J. was acecritingly read by the 
Clerk, denying the remarks impa‘ed to him in the 
Herald, and expre sing his regret that it hai b - 
come necessary thus to correct the erroneous impies- 
sion which hed gene abroad. 

Mr, CUSHING begged leave to ask whether the 
writer of the leiter was an American cit zen or a 
foreigner. 

Mr. MONROE was inclined to the belief that 
the writer was not en American citizen, but a 
Scotchman, who, he doubted not, was. one of the 
most respectab’e importing merchants ia New 
York. 

After some further debate in which Moscrs. 
PICKENS, WiIS&, STANLY, ANDREWS, 
TILLINGHAST, and CUSHING, participated, 

The questioa on the motion of Mr. STANLY 
to suspend the rules was put, and decidedby ycas 
and nays as follow:: 

YEAS—Me:srs. Adams, John W. Allen, An- 
derson, Andrews, Atherton, Baker, Beatty, Board- 
maa, Bond, Breckenridge, Brewster, Briggs, Brock- 
way, Burke, Calhoun, Willian B. Campbell, Carr, 
Carroll, Carter, Casey, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, 
Clifford, William R. Cooper, Cranston, Croeke't, 
Cushing, Dana, Eiward Davies, John Davis, John 
W. Davis, Garret Davis, Dickerson, Delilet, Doe, 
Doig, Ear', Ersiman, Edwards, Everett, Fil'more, 
Fletcher, Fioyd, Fornance, Galbraitx, Gentry, 
Gerry, Giddivgs, Granger, William S. Hastings, 
John Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hil'en, Hovk, 
Hunt, Jackson, James, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, 
Joseph Johnson, Wm. Cost Johnson, Cave Jvhn- 
son, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kemp-hall, 
Joseph Kille, Lane, Leet, Leonard, Linco'n, 
McCarty, McClure, McCulloch, Mallory, Mar 
chand, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Mon- 
tanya, Moore, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Mor- 
tow, Naylor, Newhard, Ozg!2, Osborne, Palen, Par- 
menter, Paynter, Peck, Pope, Prentiss, Randall, 
Randolph, Rariden, Reed, Reynolds, Ridgway, 
Rassell, Saltonstall, Shaw, Simonion, S.ade, Albert 
Saith, John Sinitb, Traman Smith, Stanly, Stark- 
Weather, Stuart, Swearingen, Taylor, Francis 
Thomas, Tillinghast, ‘Toland, ‘Turney. Underwood, 
Vanderpoel, Dav'd D.. Wagener, Peter J. Weg- 
ner, Watterson, Jared W. Williams, Thomas W. 
Williamy, Henry W.lliams, Lewis Williams, Jo- 
seph L. Williams, and Win'hrop—131. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Jaison Allen, Banks, 
Beirne, Blackwell, Aaron V. Brown, Sampson H. 


-Randall, 


Butler, William, O. Butler, Coles, Connor, Mark 
A. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Cross, Curtis, Vawson, 
Deberry, Fisher, Garland, Goggin, Griffin, Hull 
of Va. Hill of N.C. Hubbard, John W. Jones, 
Leadbetter, McClellan, McKay, Miller, Nisbet, 
Parris, P ckens, Proffit, Rayner, Rives, Sh pard, 
Thomas Smith, Sumter, Talia‘erro. Waddy Thomp- 
son, Jzcob Thompson, John B. Thompson, War- 
ren, John White, asd Wise—45. 

So there being two-thirds voting ia the affir.na - 
tive, the rules were suspended. 

Mr. ADAMS then submitted his motion to refer 
to the Commitice on Manufactures. 

Mr. WISE, after some further remarks, moved 
to refer the bill to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

The quest'on being first on the motion of Mr. 
Apams to refer to the Committee on Manufactures, 

Mr. MORGAN demanded the previous question, 
Which was seconded by the House. 

The main quest on on the motion was then or- 
dered, aad taken by yeas and najs, as fo!lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, An- 
drews, Baker, Boardman, Bond, Brewsier, Biigzs, 
Brockway, William BP Campbell, Carr, Carrell, 
Casey, Chitieunden,Claik,Cranston, Cushing, &. Da- 
vies, John Davir, John W. Davis, Garret Davis, 
Doe, Doig, Earl, Edwards, Everett, Fillmore, 
Fletcher, Fornance, Galbraith, Gentuy, Gerry, 
Granger, Hammond, Hand, Wm. S_ Hastings, 
J.hn Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hook, Jackson, 
James, Jenifer, Charies Johns‘on, Wm. Cost J s-bn- 
con, Nathaniel Jones, Kem, Kenble, K: mpsha!!, 
Kille, Lane, Leet, Leonard, Linco n, McCarty, 
McCulloch, Maliory, Marchand, Marvin, Mason, 
Medill. Mitchel!, Monroe, Moore, Morgan, Samuel 
W. Moris, Morrow, Naylor, Newhard, Og'e, 
Osborne, Palen, Parmenter, Paynter, Peck, P: pe, 
Randelph, Rariden, Reed, Rdgway, 
Edward Rozers, Russell, Saltonstall, Siment on, 
Slade, A‘be:t Sinith, Jona Saith, Truman Snuaih, 
Thonas Swih, Sianly, Starkweatver, Siuait, 
Swearingen, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Jcha B. 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, ‘Tram- 
bull, Underwood, David D. Wagener, Peter J. 
Wagner, Joha White, Henry Willism:, Lewis 
Williams, Juseph L. Williams, and Winthrop— 
109. 

NAYS—Me:srs. Alford, Jadson Allen, An- 
derson, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwel', 
Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G Brown, Burke, 
Wm. O Batler, Clifford, Coles, Connor, Mar« A. 
Cooper, Wm. R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Cress, 
Dana, Dawson, Deberry, Dellet, Doan, Dunean, 
Eastman, Fisher, Floyd, Garland, Goggin, Hill 
of North Carolina, Hubbard, Jameson, Joseph 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, Lowell, McCielian, Mc- 
Clure, McKay, Montanya, Nisbet, Pickens, Pren- 
tiss, Rayner, Reynolds, Rives, Shaw, Shepard, 
Strong, Sumter, Taliaferro, Jacob Thompson, 
Vancerpoe!, Warren, Watierson, Wick, Jared W. 
Williams, and Wise—60. 

So the bill was referred to the Commiitee on Ma- 
nufactures. 

Mr. WISE inquired whether it was in order to 
instruct the committee to strike out ali af erjihe 14th 
section of the bill, and move an amendmeat 
thereto. 

The SPEAKER said it was not. 

M-. WISE then moved a suspension of the rule. 

But before any question was taken thereon, 

On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, the select 
commitee, appointed during the Jast session, on 
steamboat disasiers, was discharged, and an: ther 
on the same subject ordered to be eppoinied. 

Oa motion of Mr. McKAY, the commawication 
from the Po t Office Depa:taeat, in respect to trans- 
portation of the mails, &c. was referred to the Cum- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

On motion of BRIGGS, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tuourspay, December 24, 1840. 

Mr. MOUTON presentcd the petition of the 
branch pilots of the city of New Orle.ns; which 
was ‘efcrred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also the petition of Abner Bradley; which was 
Teferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


Also the petition of Pierre Dolet; which was 
referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, 

Mr. STURGEON presented the p-tition of the 
heirs of Robert Faltoa; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented the petition of J. T. 
Nevius; which was referred to the Commitice on 
Naval Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, the petition 
of James Simpson’s heirs, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Laud Ciaims, and the petition 
of James Paxton, was referred to the Committee 
on Ciaims, 

On motion by Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, the me- 
morial and resolutions of the Legisiature of the 
State of Alabasa for the cession to that State of 
the Muscle Sroals Canal, was reierred to the 
Commitive on Roads and Canals; the resolutions 
of the Legisiature of Alabama for the relinquish- 
ment to that State of the unappropriated public 
lands lying within her limits, was referred to the 
Committee on Pablic Linds; the re.olutions of the 
Legis'ature of Alabama in relation to the clsim ot 
that State for advances to mil tia volunteers, in the 
wars with F.orida and Creek Indians, was referred 
to the Commiitee on Claims; and the memorial of 
c tizens of Alabama for the erection of lights and 
light-houses, was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. CLAY, in pursuance ef previous notice, 
asked and obiained leave to iniroduce a bill to 
amend au act entiiled “An act to grant certain re- 
linguished sud unappropriated lands to the State 
of Alabama, for the purpose of improving the navi- 
gitin of the Tennessee, Coosa, Cahawha, and 
B.ack Warrior rivers,” approved May 23, 1822, 
and the several acts supplementary and amendato- 
rv thereto; which wis read twice, aod referred to 
the Comifiut e on Roa’s and Canals. 

Mr. C al.o, on leave, introduced a bili making 
additional appropriations for completing ths im- 
provements in Mobile harbor; which was read 
twice and referred to the Commitiee on Commerce. 

Mr. C. also, on leave, introduced a bil provid- 
ing for ihe pa: mentof certain claims of the State of 
Alabama; which was twice read and referred to 
the Committee on Claims. ' 

Mr. NORVELL, trom the Commitice on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the bill authoring 
the President to cause certain surveys to be made, 
reporied the same wilhout amendmeui. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, reported a bill tor the re ief of Joha C. Rey- 
nolds; which was read and ordered to a secoud 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, the Committee 
on Naval Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of John Pritchett, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciarv, to which was referred the petiti n of James 
Wiliiams, made an adverse report thereon, and 
asked to bs discharged [rom its further considera- 
tion. 

Oa motion by Mr. ALLEN, the petition and pa- 
pers of E. Shaler, now on file, were referred to the 
Commitiee on Pensions. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Commitiee on Finance, 
to which was referred the pet tion of Garry Hinans, 
askei to ba discharged from its fur.her considera- 
tion, and that it be referred to the Committee on 
Tad an Affairs; which was agreed to. 


Oa motion by Mr. KING, the Committee on 
Commerce was discharged from the turther consi- 
dera’ion of the memorial of the Legislature of Il- 
linois, pray’ng an exersion of time for the pay- 
ment ofduty bends, and it was referrej to the 
Committee on Finance. 

On motion by Mr. WALL, the Committe on 
the Judiciary was discharged from ihe futher con- 
sideration of the pztition of George Whitman. 

Mr. WALL, fromthe Commi‘tee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a bill for the relief of Thomas 
Hawkins and Ralph Haskins; which was read, 
and ordered to a sscond reading. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the bill for the retief of the le- 
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gal representatives of Thomas Cooper, deceased, 
reported the same with az amendment. 

Mr. W. also, from the samecommitter, to wh'ch 
was referred the memorial of Francis A. Dickins, 
reporied a bi'l to provide for taking evidence in 
the District of Columbia and Terriories of the 


United States, in certain cass; which was rea}, | 


and orderes to a second reading. 

Mr. RUGGLES, from the Commiitve on Com- 
merce, rep ited # bill to provide for the better scca- 
rity of the lives and passengers on board of vesvels 
propelled in whole or in part by steam; which was 
read, and ordered to as cond reating. 

Mr. LUMPKIN, ia pursuance of previons no- 
Vee, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
for the relief of J. M. Strader; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Commitice on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to Which was referred the bill for the reliet of the 
legal represen‘atives of Aaron Vail, deceased, late 
consa! at L’Qrient, reported the sane without 
amendment, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, in pursuance «f previous 
notice, asked an obtained leave to introdace a bill 
for the relief of Richard Higgins, jr. which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

Mr. C. also presented the memorial cf citizens of 
Georgetown, praying for a recharter of the Farm- 
ers and Mechanics Bank; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Distiict of Columbia 

Mr. MOUTON, tiom the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, ‘o which was referred 

A bill for the relief of George de Passau of Loui- 
siane; 

A bill for the relief of Charles Morgan of Loui- 
siana; 

A bill for the relief of Charles Morgan of Loui- 
sian; 

A billto confirm claim to lands in the difrict be- 
tween the Rio Hondo and Sabine rivers; 

A bill to confirm certain ‘and claims in the Oua- 
chita lan | district, in the S ate of Louisiana. 

A bill confirming cerain lan! claims m Loui- 
siana; 

A bill for the retief of Jean Baptiste Granger; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Madame Ve 
Lusser, and their lecal representatives; 

A bill for tie relief of Jaan Belgar; 

A bill tor the rclief of the legal heirs and repre- 
sentatives of William Conway; 

A bill for the relief of Pie re Babin; 

A bill to centirm certain land claims in the 
Greenburg Land District, Sta‘e of Louisiana; 

A bill for the relie! of John Compton, assiznce 
of Gan‘gues Flavjac; 

A bill forthe relief of Jean Bapt's! Comcan; 

A bill confirming the ciaim of John Baptiste 
Leermpte to a tract of Jand in Louisiana; and 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Tnerese Malette, widow of Gaspard Phiole, 
repoited the same without amendment. 

BILLS PASSED. 

A bill gran'ing a yension to Hannah Leighton; 

A biilto amend an act eatitled “An act more 
effectuall; to provide for the punishment of certain 
crimes against the U_ ied States, and for other pur- 
poses; and 

A bill to prevent the counterfeiting any foreizn 
copper, gold, siver, or other coin, and to prevent 
the bringing into the United States, or uttering any 
counterteit foreign copper, gold, siiver, or other 
coin; were severally read a third me and passed. 

A bill for the relief of sundry citzens of Arkan- 
fas, who lost their improvements in consequence of 
a treaty between the United States and the Choe. 
taw Indians, coming up on its third reading, 

Mr. PHELPS made some inguiiirs as to the 
purport of the bill, and the legality of the 
the settlers to the land in question. 

Mr. SEVIER said he was sorry his friend from 
Vermont objected to the passage of this log cabin 
bili—a bill which had passed this House or the 
other branch of Congress almost yearly for the fast 
thirteen years, but it :o happened that it never had 
pasted both Houses in the one yea'. When he 
had the honor of a seatin the other branch of Con- 
gress, tais bill had passed without a disse nti 
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voice, but had net been acied on in the Senate: and |! 


for several years past it had been presented in the 
Senate, received its favorable consideration, was 
passed and sent to the House, but failed in being 
acted unin that body. As the Senator, however, 
ces'red information, he would endeavor to at- 
ford it; though necessarily he would have to 
co back for a space of thirteen or fourteen 
yerrs for that parpese. Whea Arkansos was a 
Territory, it was deemed expedient by those who 
then had the contro! of the Government of this na- 
tion, to lop off a large porticn of the most fertile of 
her soil—five of her best counties were severed 
from her by force, to give them to the Cherokees, 
for the purpose of carrying out the policy of this 
Government in relation to the Indians. They teok 
by violent hands the improvements of the seitlers— 
they took private property ana applied it to a pub- 
lic purpose, and had made no remuneration there- 
for, and every year since that period had these 
claims been presented here, and we were asked to 
pay back to the setticrs an equivalent for the 
property they had seen anjast!y deprived of. He 
reyeated that these outrages had been perpetrated 
with a view tocarry out the Indian policy of the Gc- 
vernraent, and Congress had recognised their jus 
lice again and again. He said they had heard 
much in that chamber of the excitement respect- 
ing the Northeastern boundary, and the question 
of jurisdiction over the valley .of the Aroostook 
and the pine bil: of Maine: why, sir, Arkansas, 
by the transactions to which he allud:d, had been 
despoiled of territ. ry of more value than the whole 
S ate cf Maine—a fertile bi lt of country 40 miles 
wide and 3590 long, had been forcibly taken from 
her, and this to prevent difficulties with the Indians. 
The settlers had been pladered of their improve- 
ments, and they were called upon to make 
some compensation for them. Many of the 
settlers has resisted the villanous attempt to 
ceprive them of their property without an 
ejuivatent, and to these had been granted 329 
acres of land. Those who had quietly submitted 
to the Government had received nothine; and it 
was for their relief that this bill provided. It gave 
them bat 160 acres of land, whereas the former 
class received 320; so that the naked question was, 
will you give to those who obeyed and submitted to 
your laws, the one-half of that which yeu gave to 
those who resisied them—nobly ant successfully 
resisted them. He trusted they would pass the 
bili: it was but a scanty measure of jusiice, which 
bad bcen long deferred 

Mr. PHELPS said the Senator had not an- 
swered his inguiry. He was not doubting the po- 
licy or the propriety of indemnifying the owners of 
property that was taken for the public vse, but he 
wished to Know what right those settlers had to the 
property taken for the public use. 

Mr. SEVIER explained. 

Mr. PHELPS was awaie they were sctilers 
wi hin the boundary of Arkansas, but he wished 
to learn what title they hal tothe land on which 
their improvements were lecaiod? If they hada 
ri ht to it, it was destroyed by the act of Govern- 
meni, and they were entitled to compensation; but 
if they had taken pesvession and introduced im- 
provements without tit'e, he then said th:y hac 
no claim, more than a mere pre emption right. 

Mr. BENTON said, as this was a subject with 
which, from his long connection wi h this body, he 
hud some acquaintance, and as come honorable 
Senators appearcd not to be familiar wish it, he 
besged leave to say afew words, He woulki be- 
gin at the beginning. About sixteen or cightecn 
years ago, when Mr. Conway was the Celegate 
from Arkansas, though it was iiomaterial who the 
delegate might be, Congress defined the boun!a- 
ries of what that Sate was to be, separating 
whet was intended to constitute the State of 
A:karsac, from the vast wilderness that was 


beyord it; it was marked out with a special 
reference to the fulure size of the Sta‘e, to 
make it correspond with ovher States, and also 


forthe purpose of including the great salt springs 
wh'ch are now in the possession of the Cherokees 
of the West, and on the boundary line of the State 
otf Arkansas. The act, then, was passed, the boun- 
dary of the Territory was defined, and under the 
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administration of the second Mr. Adams, a treaty 
was made with the Cherokees, by which this act 
was repealed, by which an act of Congress was 
bowed down, and bowed down by the treaty mak. 
ing power! Tois extension of the treaty mak. 
ing power was an outrage on the Constitution of the 
country; it was an oulrage on a law of Congress, and 
it wes an outrage on the peop'e of Arkansis. He 
(Mr. Bexton) was then on the Commitee of In- 
dian Atfairs—be was the Chairman of that Com. 
miitee—and he fought? that treaty on every ground 
—on the ground that it wasa violation of the trea- 
ty-making power—on the ground that it was under- 
taking torcpeal an act of Congress—and on the 
ground thai an agent of the Secretary of War was 
acling with the Indians in overturning the rights of 
the people of that country —that it was doing a thing 
that was new to the treaty-making power—that 
it was extending that power—and thatit was an 
outrage on the settlers in Arkansas, and the doing 
them an essential wrong; an! on one other groun4, 
that on this subject Congress had already passed. He 
(Mr. Benton) was then in the minority and in the 
opposition, as he might be again, and he was borne 
down, and the Constitution of the country was 
borne down, and the interests of Arkansas were 
borne down; that outrage on the country, as well 
as on the } gislation of Congress, was perpetrated. 
He fought it long, but he was borne down; and 
the boundaries of Arkansas were conirected forty 
miles for three hundred miles in length. That 
outrage was perpetrated ona defenceless Territory, 
but it was perpetrated on an organized Govern- 
ment, and it was done by men who sat on the same 
chairs as those who meade the treaty, and who were 
sensible of the outrage they committed on the peo- 
ple who were left forty miles outside the Ter- 
ritory. But contemporaneous'y with this trea- 
ty, an act waz passed to give to Uv se settlers double 
the usual pre-emption rigit, and not merely as a 
pre-emption, but as a compensation for the outvags 
committed upon them, and for what they had lost, 
and as en inducement to them to break up their 
homes and remove forty mi'es from the Indians, to 
save a war. They were then offered 320 acres of 
land instead of 160; and now, after a lapse of fif- 
teen or sixteen years, were they to have but half of 
that which those who did the wrong assigned 
to them? He was for the bi!) as it was introduced; 
and he should give it his support. 

After a few remarks from Mr. PRESTON, the 
bill was read a third time and passed. 

TAX ON BANK NOTES. 
Mr. BENTON brought forward his promised 


-rrotion for leave to bring in a bill to tax the circu- 


lation of banks and bankers, and of all corpora- 
tions, companies or individuals which issued paper 
currency. He said nothing was more reasonable 
than to require the moneyed in'e:est which was 
employed in banking, and especially in that branch 
of banking which was dedicated t» the profitable 
businers of converting Jampblack and rags inte 
money, to contribute to the support of the Govern- 
ment. It was a large interest, very able, and very 
proper, to pay taxes, ard which paid nothing. It 
was an interest which possesced many privileges 
over the rest of the ecmmunity by law; which 
usurped many others which the laws did not grant; 
which, in fact, set ihe laws and the Government at 
defiance whenever it pleased; and which, in addi- 
tion to ali there privileges and advan'ages, was en- 
tirely exempt from Federal taxation. While the 
producing and laboring classes were all taxed; 
while these meritorious classes, with their smail in- 
comes, were taxed in their comforts and nece:sa- 
ries—in their salt, iron, sugar, blanke’s, hats, coats 
and shoes, and so many other articles—the bank- 
ing interest, which dealt in hundreds of millions, 
which manufactured and monopolized money, 
which put up and put down prices, and held ihe 
whole country subject to its power, and tributary to 
its wealth, paid nothing. This was wrong in itself, 
and unjust to the rest of the community. It was 
an erior or mistake in Government which he had 
long intened to bring 'o the notice of the Senate 
and the coun'ry; and he judged the present con- 
juncture to be a prop rtime for doi git. Revenue 
is wanted. A general revision ot the tariff is 
about to take place.. An adjusimeat of the taxes 
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for a long period is about to be made. This is the 
time to bring forward the banking interest to bear 
their share of the public burdens, and the more so 
as they are now in the fact of proving themselve- 
to be a great burthen on the public, and the public 
mind is beginning to consider whether there is any 
way to make them amenable to law and govern- 
ment. 

In other counties, Mr. B. said, the banking iate- 
rest was subject to taxation. He knew of no 
country in which baoking was tolerated, except 
our own, in which it was not taxed. In Great 
Bri‘ain—that country from which we borrow the 
banking system—the banking interest pays its fair 
and full proportion of the public taxes: it pays at 
present near four millions of dollars. It paid in 
1836 the sum of $3,725,400: in 1837 it paid 
$3,594,300. These were the last years for which 
he had seen the detai!s of the British taxation, and 
the amounts he had stated comprehcnded the bank 
tax upon the whole United Kingdom: upon Scot- 
Jand and Ireland, as well as upon England and 
Wales. It was a bandsome item in the budget of 
British taxation, and was levied on two brasches 
of the banking business: on the circu'a'ion, and on 
bills of exchange. In the bill which he intended to 
bring forward, the circulation alone wes projosed 
to be taxed; and, in that respect, the paper system 
would still remain more favored here than it was 
in Great Britain. 

In our own country, Mr. B. said, the banking in- 
terest had formerly been taxed, and that in all its 
branches: in its circu'ation, its discounts, and its 
bills of exchange. This was during the late war 
with Great Britain; and though the banking busi- 
ness was then small compared to what itis now, 
yet the product cf the tax was consiverabie, and 
well worth the gathering: it was about $500 000 per 
annum. At the endof the war this tax was abo- 
lished; while mo:t of the war taxes, laid at the 
same time, for the same purpose, and for the same 
period, were continued in force: among them the 
tax On salt, and other neces-aries of life. By a 
perversion of every principle of righteous taxation, 
the tax on banks was abolished, and that on sali 
was continued. This has remained the case for 
twenty-five years, and it is time to reverse the pro- 
ceeding. It is time to make the banks pay, and to 
let salt go free. 

Mr. B, next stated the manner of levying the 
bank tax at prevent in Great Britain, which he said 
was done with great facility and simplicity. It 
was a levy of a fixed sum of the average circula- 
tion of the year, which the bank was required to 
give in for taxation like any other property, and 
the amount collected by a disiress warrant if not 
paid This simple and obvious method of making 
the levy, had been adopted in 1815, and had been 
followed ever since. Befere that time it was effecte 
through the ins‘ramenta ivy of a stamp duty; a stamp 
being required for each note, but with the privilege 
of compounding for a gross sum. Ia 1815 the op- 
tion of compounding was dropped: a gross amount 
was fixed by law as the taxup nevery million of the 
circulation; and this change in the mode of collec- 
tion has operated so beneficia!ly that, though tem- 
porary at first, ithas been made permanent. The 
amount fixed wes at the rate of £3,500 for every 
million. This was for the circulation only: a sepa- 
rate, and much heavier tax was laid upon bills of 
exchange, to be collected by a stamp daty without 
the privilege of composit on. 

Mr. B. here read, from a recent history of the 
Bank of England, a brief account of the taxation 
of the e:reulation of that institution for the last 
fifty years—from 1790 to the presen: time. It was 
at that time that her circulation begun to be taxed, 
because at that (me only did she begin to have a 
circulation which displaced the specie of the coua- 
try. She then began to issue notes under ten 
pounds, having been first chartvred with the privi- 
lege of issuing none less than one hundred pounds. 
It was a century—from 1694 to 1790—before she 
got down to £5. and afterwards to £2, and to £1, 
and from that time the specie basis was displaced, 
the carrency convuled, and the banks suspending 
and breaking. Tne Government indemnified i'self, 
in a small degree, for the mischiefs of the pestiferous 
currency which it had authorized; and the extract 








which he was about to read was the history of the 
taxation on the Bank of Erg'and notes which, com- 
mencing at the small composition of £12 000 per 
anoum,now amounts toa large proportion of the 
near four miliions of dollars which the paper system 
pays annually to the British Treasary. He read: 

“The Bank, till lately, has always be-n partica- 
larly favored in the compssition which they paid 
for stamp duties. In 1791, they paid a composi- 
tion of £12,000 per annum, in lieu of all stamps, 
either on bill or notes. In 1799, en an increase 
of the stamp duty, their composition was advanced 
to £20,000, and an addition of £4,000 for notes 
issued under £5, raised the who'e to £24,000. In 
1804, an addition of not less than 50 per cent. was 
made to the stamp daty; but, although the Bank 
circulation of notes under £5 had increased from 
oreanda half to four and a half millions, the 
whole composition was only raised from £24,000 
to €32,000. In 1808, there was a further increase 
of 33 per cent. tothe stamp duty, at which time 
the composition was raised from £32,000 to 
£42,000. 

*‘In both these instaness, the increas? was not in 
proportion eren to the increase of duty; and no 
allowance whatever was made for the increase in 
the amount of the Bank circulation. 

“It was not till the session of 1815, on a further 
increase of the stamp duty, that the new princ'ple 
was established, and the Bank compelled to pay a 
composition in some proportion to the amount of 
their circulation. The composition is now fixed as 
follow.: Upon the average circulation of the pre- 
ceding year, the Bank is to pay at the ra'e of 
£3,500 per million, on their aggregate circulation, 
without reference to the different classes and value 
of their notes. The establishment of th’s princi- 
ple, it isca'culated, cansed a saving to the public, 
in the years 1815 and 1816, of £70,000. By the 
neglect of this princisle, which oucht to have been 
adop'ed in 1799, Mr. Risardo estimated the public 
to have been losers, and the Bank consequently 
gainsrs, of no lessa sum than half a million.” 

Mr. B. remarked briefly upon the « qaity of this 
tax, the simplicity of its levy since 1815, ard its 
large product. He deemed it the proper model to 
be followed in the United States, unless we should 
go on the principle of copying all that was evil, 
and rejecting all that was good in the British paper 
system. We borrowed the banking system from 
the Erglish, with all its foreign vices, and then 
added others of our own to it. England has sup- 
pressed the pesti'ence of notes under £5 (near $25;) 
we reiain small notes down to a dollar, and thence 
to the fractional parts of a dollar. She has taxed 
all notes; and those under £5 she taxed hi. hest 
while she had them; we, on the contrary, tax none. 
‘The additional tax of £4,000 on the notes under 
£5 res'ed on the fair princ ple of taxing highest 
that which was most profitab'e to the owner, and 
most injarious to the country. The small notes 
fell within that category, and therefore paid highest. 

Having thus shown that bank ec'rculaticn was 
now taxed in Great Britain, and bad been for fifty 
years, he proceeded to show that it had also been 
taxed in the United States. This was in the year 
1813. In the month of August of that year,a 
stamp-act was passed, applicable to banks and to 
bankers, and taxing them in the thre great branches 
ef their business, to wit: the circulation, the dis- 
counts, and the bills of exchange. On the circula- 
tion, the tax commenced at one cent on aone dol- 
lar note, and rose gradually to fifly dollars on notcs 
excceding one thousand dollars, with the privilege 
of compounding for a gross sum in lien of the 
daty. On the discounts, the tax began at five cents 
on notes discounted for one hundred dollars, and 
rose gradually to five dollars on notes of eight 
thousand dollars and upwaris. O1 bills of ex- 
change. it bezan at five cents on b lis of fifty dol- 
lars, and rose to five dollars on those of cight thou- 
sand do lars and upwards. 


Such was the tax, continued Mr. B. which the 
moneyed iaterest, employrd in banking, was re- 
quired to pay in 1813, and which it continued to 
pay until 1817. In that year the banks were re- 
leased from taxation, while taxes were continued 
upon all the comforts and necessaries of life. 
Taxes are now continued upen articl:s of prime 


necessity—upon salt cven—and the question will 
now go before the Sena’e and country, whe:her the 
banking interest, which has now grown so rich and 
powerfal—~vhich monopol.zes the money of the 
country—beards the Government—makes distress 
or prosperily when it pleases—the quesiioa is now 
come whether this interest sha'l continue to be ex- 
emp from tax, while every thing else has to pay. 

Mr. B. said he did not know how the banking 
interest of the present day would relish a proposi- 
tien to make them contribute to the support of the 
Government. He did not know how they woul! 
take it; but he did know how a banker of the old 
school—one who paid on sight, according to his 
promise, and never broke a promise to the holder 
of his notese—he did know how suck a banker 
viewed the act of 1813; and he would exhibit his 
behaviour to the Senate; he spoke of the late 
Stepuyn Grrarp of Pailadelpia; and he would 
let him spea's for himself by reading some passages 
from a petition which he presented to Congress the 
year after the tax on bank notes was lail. 

Mr. B. read: 

“That your memorialist has established a bank 
ia the city of Philadeiphia, upon the foundaiion of 
his owa individual fortune and credit, and for hs 
own exclusive emolument, and that he is willing 
most cheerfully to cortribute, in common with his 
feilow-citizens throughout the United S ates, a full 
proportion of the taxes which have been imposed 
for the support of the National Government, ac- 
cording to the profits of his occupation and the va- 
lue of his estate; but a construction has been given 
to the acts ef Congress jaying duties ¢n notes of 
banks, &s. from which great difficuliies have oc- 
curred, and great inequalities daily prodaced to the 
disadvantage of his bank, that were nol, it is confi- 
dently believed, withia the contemplation of ihe 
Legislature.” 

* * * > + 

That & has been offisia'ly declared, however, 
hatthe secon: section of the act of Congress does 
not awhoriz? a composition with an individual 
banker, because it speaks only of banks and compa: 
nies, (vot of Lanker and bankers,) and because |! 
speaks only of dividends (not of profits) made to 
the s'ockholders, and tha! hence an individual! 
banker, acting npon a capital of one milion of do! 
lars, and issuing bank notes to (he amount of one 
million of dollars, is subjec'ed to ihe prompt pay- 
ment of a duty amounting to ten thousand deliars, 
while an incorporated bank, or even a company oi 
two or three bankers, acting upon the same amount 
of capital, and issuing tie same amountof bank 
notes, willonly be liable, periodically, to the payment 
ofa duty amouniing to one thousand five hundred 
dollars, upon the customary annual dividend of ten 
p’rcent.” 

a” a « o = 

‘And your memorialist having submitted these 
considerations to the wisiom of Congress, respect- 
fully prays, that the act of Congress may be so 
amended as to permit the Secretary of the Treasury 
to enter into a composition for the stamp duty, in 
the case of private bankers, as weil as in the case 
of corporations and companies, or s> as to render 
the duty equa! in its operations upon every denomi- 
nation of bankers.” 

fr. B. had read these passages from Mr, Gi- 
rard’s petition to Congress in 1814, first, for the 
purpose of showing t-e readiness with which a 
banker of the old school paid the taxes which the 
Government imposed upon his business; and, next, 
to show the very considerable amount of that tax 
which on the circulation alone emoanted to ten 
thousand doilars on the million. All shis, with the 
additicnal tax on the discounts, and on the bills of 
exchang*, Mr. Girard was entiely willing to pay, 
provided ali paid alike. Allhe asked was equality 
of taxation, and that he might have the benefit of 
the same compusilion which was allowed to incor- 
porated banks. This was a reasonable request, 
and was immediately granted by Congress. 


Mr. B. having vindicated his bill on British and 
A::erican precedent, as well on reason and prinei- 
ple, went on to stale i's details, and to show the 
probable amount of the tax it would produce. He 
stated that he propored a tax of one per ceninm per 
annum on the noes of twenty dollars and upward:; 
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of two per cent. on the notes of five dollars, and un- 
dec twenty; and four per cent. on the notes uader 
five dollars. Tois he held to b: a move modera‘e 
tax than thatimposed upon the banking interest by 
the act of 1813, f r while it taxed the circulation a 
little h gher than was done by tuat ec’, yet it taxed 
nothing bat the circulation. The discounts and 
the bilis of exchange were not iscladed. He jasti- 
fie the higher tax placed «n the small bills for the 
same rea.on which cecasioned them to be more 
highly taxed in Grea! D itain when motes under £5 
were tolera‘ed there, to w.t: because those small 
notes were mote profitab'e to the mikers than the 
large ones, and therefure could afford to pay higher, 
and were more idjuriou$ to tae country, and there- 
fore ought to pay higher. 

To collect his tax, Mr. B. said that his biil fol- 
lowed the plen that bad prevailed ia England since 
the year 1815, that ir, ‘or quire tie banks, and 
other corporations, andthe iniivicduals and com- 
panies which issued paper money, to give in to the 
clerk of the Uuited States dist ict court the average 
of the circolation for the first three quar_ers of the 
year, anianestimateof the fourth qaarter; upon 
which the marshal of the district should make the 
collection, under the instructions of the Secresary 
of the Treasury. He held this to be a cheap, effi- 
cient, and simple method of collecting the tax. It 
avoided all the objections which appiie! to a stamp 
duty; obj ctions so great that, boih ia England 
and America, while the stamp duty was nomivaily 
impvsed, a composi jon so modera‘e was permitted 
that the duty was always compounded for a gross 
sum. 

The produc! of the tax was the point to which 
Mr. B. nextacdveried. He sail the product would 
be considerable, and well worvh the collection, Oa 
the present circalation of about one hondecd mil- 
lions, of which more than half might be a simed 
i» be under twenty dollars, aud therefore paying 
the h gher tax, the prodac' would not be Sess thaa 
a million anda ba'fot dollars. Batthe paver -ys- 
tem is now ina state of depression: it has been 
vastly contracted within a vear past to make “‘dis- 
tress” for the e'ection of 1840, and will soon awe'!l 
out again to make plunder for specalators. In 
1837, the circulation was one hundred and forty 
millions; it will doubtless expand to that amount 
again in t!.e course of the year; itis time for the 
new expan-icn to begin; aad when the Con-titu- 
tional Treasury is abolished, and al! check over the 
issne of bank paper removed, the circa‘ation wiil 

robably amcuntto two handicd mJ iens of dol 
oe The product of the bank tax would then be 
about three millioas of dollars; a respectable sum 
in itself, very near y equal to the va'cs of the pub- 
he lands, and sufficient to admit the suppression of 
taxes On many articl:s of comfort and tecessity. 

Haviog made this exposiiiun of his bill as a re- 
venue measure—as a measure purely and simply 
intended to raise revenue from the moneyed inte- 
rest employed in banking, Mr. B said thre was 
an additional feature in the bill which he had not 
yet mentioned, and which he should now proceed 
to develope. It was in an annual progressive in- 
crease of the tax on small not*es— hose under the 
size of twenty dollars—w' ic’) he had inserted in 
the bil’; and the motive for which inercase he 
would now state he bil, as already explaincd 
to the Senate, propoves a higher tax on the small 
notes than On the large one’. This was done on 
the fair revenue prin: iple b:fore stated, and which 
was acied upon in E g'and whea the circalaticn of 
sma'l notes was admit-dthere. Bui in addition to 
this h'gher tax «n such po es, an ennual increase is 
proposed to be add-d to it until the 
tax amounts to tacive fer cent. per annum, 
This increase was not intended solely for 
revenue, but parly to effect the era‘ual 
suppression of these noles. This was the mo- 
tive for the increare; and the bill was so drawn 
as to present this add tional tax as a separate 
clause, ani as claiming fiom the Senate a disiact 
and sepa‘ae consideration. Tae provision was, 
brat notes of five do'lars and under twen'y, should 
pay one per centum per annum additional tax, and 
these under five dollors should pay two per centum 
per annom acditional, ant) the tax on each 
amounted to twelve per cent. This additional tex, 
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annaslly increasing, would gradually bear down 
these notes, and patanend to their circulation at 
the ead of some years, in the mean time supplying 
revenue. This was the character and object of the 
second part of the b:ll; and as it was the first time 
that a measure of this kind had been brought 
before the Senate, he felt it to be incumbent 
upon him to viodicate his proposition, and to 
anticipate acd obviate some of the objections 
which mig't be made to it. At the head of these 
objections s:ood the qu-stion of constitutionality— 
a question which should be well considered at the 
proposal of every new measure. It might be ob- 
jected that the taxing power could not be used for 
an inciden‘al purpose; that itmust be confined to 
its direct object. Before answering this objection, 


Mr. B. wouid say that there were five classes of | 


politicians in the United States, and very nume- 
rous classes too, who could noture it—who were 
precluded by theit principles from using it. These 
were, first, all those who ad nitted the mght of C on- 
gress to regulate the currency gecerally; for as 
there was no specified mode of regulating it, ‘t re- 
sulted of course that Congress should use any one 
of its ac‘ual powers for that parpose which would 
accomplish the object. Secondly, ail those who 
held it constitutional to chartera National Bank to 
rezulate the curreacy; for it was c’ear that if 
Congress, in the exercise of an implied power, 
could invest a company of individuals, with th: 
power of regulating the currency, it might regulate 
the same currency its If by the exercise of an ex- 
press power. Tairdly,a'l those who deemed it 
constitutiona! to lay duties for the direct purpose of 
protection; for if it was consti wional to banish 
fo:eign products in that way, it was still more 
clearly so to use the same power for the suppression 
of a domestic nuisance. Fourthly, all those wh» 
held it constitutional to lav dutics with a view to 
incidental protection; for if an incidental o'ject 
can be allowed in one case, it may in another. 
Fifthiy, all those who held i constitutional to lay 
prohib.tory dates; for prohibition was the same, 
whether it applied to one object, or another. Mr 
B said, these five classes of polivcians were pre- 
cluded trom making the question of constitutionali- 
ty to the second partof his bill; and he believed 
these fire classes would comprehend nearly the 
whole of the politicians in the Union; he 
believed that almost every politician would 
fall into one or the other of these classes, and not 
few would fall into the whole of them; all such he 
held to be estopped hy their princip'es trom objret- 

ared measare. But there maj be 
Others, be ssid, not included in these classes, and 
therefore not estopped by their established princi- 
ples; and to whom a reply epon the merits is duc. 
That rep'y is 2s brief as it is obvious, namely, that 
where the Constitu'ion requies a thing to be done, 
ant has not specified th: mode of doing it, Con- 
gress may exercise any one of its grant d powers 
for the purpos: which is adequate to the object. 
Tais is the princip’e, and now for i's application: 
The Constitu'ion reqnires ‘he gold and silver car- 
rency to be preserved; the small notes destrey 
tha' currency, and substitute for it a base paper 
money. The Consti ution requires gold and silver 
to be the ently lesal tender ia payment «f debt; 
the small notes destroy that tender, and make 
base paper a forced tender in payment of every 
every cebt.- Here, then, are two infractions fof 
of the Constitution op rated by those small no‘es; 
here are two cons‘iutional requisitions defeat- 
et by these sm-il notes; here is a two-fold daty 
devolvel upon the Congress—first, to prevent 
ihese in‘ractions, and second, to comply with these 
requisitions; at.d no way is pointed out for doing it. 
Te odvious coarse then is, to nse any remedy tha’ 
a granted power will afford forthe purpo'e. The 
taxing pover wil do this. Ut will kil the sma!l 
notes, Which are killisg the C.nsitetion; and it is 
ab-urd to thin’ of waiting for an eypress power to 
put down these des‘royers of the Const.tution; for 
the framers of thu instromen’ never foresaw the 
evil; they never fosesaw the existence of a thcu- 
sand banks, and tea thousand individuals, all 
issuing smal! paper money, and refusing t> pay it 
when they pleased; and a great polivical party sus- 
taining them in their conduct. These are things 
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not foreseen by the framers of the Cozs‘i'ution; 
they are evils azainst which specific remedies can- 
not be directed; they are evils which mast contiau: 
unless a remedy can be found in the incidental ex- 
ercise of a granted power; and to deny this, is to 
say that the Constitution cannot be used to save 
itself. 

Mr. B. said that neither the idea of his bill, nor 
the argument in favor cf it, was original with him, 
They had both been used by others long since, and 
especially by Mr. Gallatia ten years ago. Mr, 
Gallatin, in his essay on currency, in the year 
1830, had proposed this method of putting down 
small notes; and in an elaborate argument, had 
vindicated its constitutionality, clearly showing that 
jt avoided the Hamiltonian, and came within the 
Jeffersenian construction of the Constitution. His 
argament is too extended tv be quot«d in full here; 
but some passages from it will show his opinion, 
and exhibit a part of his reasoning. He says: 

‘““We have already adverted to the provisions o 
the Constitution, which declare that no §ta’e shall 
either coin money, emit bills of credit, make any 
thing but g Id and silver ccics a tender in payment 
of debts, or pass any law impairing the obligation 
of contracts, and which vest in Coneress the exclu- 
sive power to coin money, and to r-gulate the value 
thereof, and of fureigneoin. It was obviously the 
object of the Union to consolidate the United States 
into one nation, so far a; regarded all their rela- 
tions with foreign countries, and that the internal 
powers of the General Government should be ap- 
plied only to objects necessary for that purpose, or 
to those few which were deemed es:ential to the 
prosperity of the country, and to the ; eneral con- 
venience of the people of the several Staves. 
Amongst the objecis thus selected, were the p wer 
to regulate commerce among the several Suates, 
and the control over the monetary system of the 
country.” 

* # * * * * * 

“Congress has the power to lay stamp duties on 
notes, on bank notes, and on any description of 
bank notes. That power has already been exer- 
cised; and the duties may be laid to such an 
amount, and in such a manner, as may be necessa- 
ry to effect th: object inten-ed. This object is not 
merely to previde generally for the gene-al welfare, 
but to carry into effvct, in conformity with the last 
paragraph of the eighth section of the first article, 
those severa! and express provisions of the Const!- 
tution which vest in Congre:s exclusively the con- 
trol over the monetary system of the Unite?! States, 
and more particalatly tho e wich imply the ne- 
ce-sity of a uniform ecurreccy. The exercise of 
the power for that object is tree of any constitu- 
tional objection, provited the duties thus laid shall 
be uniform, and applied to the Bank of the United 
States, as well as to the State banks. The 
act of laying and collecting the daties, which 
is expressly granted, is a'one sufficient to 
effect the object. As no appropriation of mo- 
ney is wanted for that purpose, the exercise 
of power which is required, is purely that of lay- 
ing duties; and itis not liable to the objection, that 
to assert that the authority to lay taxes implies 
that of appropriating the precesds is a forced con- 
struction. [tis equally free of any objection de- 
rive 1 from any presumed meaninz ot the words “‘ge- 
neral welfare,” since the power to lay cuties will, 
in this instance, be exercised, in order to carry into 
eff-ct sev. ral expres? provisions of the Censtitution, 
having the same object in view. Congr-ss may, 
if it deems proper, lay a stamp daty on small notes, 
which will put anend to their c'rculation. It may 
lay suc) a duty on ali bank noves, as world con- 
vert all the dDanks in‘o banks of dscoun' and de- 
posite only, annihilate the p2per carrency, and 
render a Bank of the Unite! S ates unnecessary in 
reference to thet object. But if this last measure 
shou'd be deemed p raicious, or prove impractica- 
ble, Congress must resort to other and milder 
means of reouiating the carreacy of the country. 
The Bank of the United S ates, as has already bcen 
shown, was established for that express purpose.” 

Mr. B. would not go farther into the constitu- 
tiona! question, as it concerned the second part of 
his bill, at present. He held what had been said 
by himself, and quo'ed from Mr. Gallatin, to be 
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ruflicient on that head; sufficient, at all events, to 
warrant the introduction of his bill. The other 
art of it—that which related to revenue—was free 
from all constitutional question, and presented no- 
thing but a question of expediency. It presented 
the simple question whether the moneyed interest 
employed in banking ought to be made to contri- 
bute to the support of the Government; and to that 
question he expected a general answer in the affir- 
mative. To the expediency of suppressisg the 
small notes under tienty dollars, he should also 
expect an affirmative answer from the majority of 
the Senate and the people. He himself should 
be for suppressing all under one hundred 
dollars; but the public mind was not yet 
ripe for so strong a measure. The small notes 
under twenty dollars were the great evil at pre- 
sent. They were a pestilence, a nuisance, and a 
curse tothe country. They drove specie out of 
the country, and made safe banking imporibie. 
They threw the losses, when banks stopped pay- 
ment, upcmbose who had no benefit from banks 
when they were going on: they threw all the losses 
upon the laboring and small dealing part of the 
community. They promoted crime and immorali- 
ty; for the counterfeiting, and passing counterfeit 
paper, fell almost entirely upon the smail notes, 
They banished silver; for how could a silver dollar 
circulate against a one dollar note? They ba- 
nished gold; for how could an eagle circulate 
against a ten dollar, or a half eagle against a 
five dollar bili? They were injurious to every in- 
terest, except the banking inerest, and to them 
they were the source of enormous, but most un- 
due pr fit. 

Mr. B. submitied his bill, with tle declaration 
that it was one cf the measure; for the protection 
of the constitutional currency, and the restriction 
of the paper system, which went to the foundation 
of partie ; that it concerned the great question of 
the age—that of the currency—on which Jefferson 
and Hamilton divided fifty years ag», and on 
which Democracy and Federalism must continue 
to divide until the question of mastery and perma- 
nent supremacy was decided between the banks 
and the people. 

At the request of Mr. PRESTON, the bill was 
then read. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said it was not usual, nor 
in accordance with the courtesy generally extended 
to Senators, on asking leave to introduce a bill, to 
make objections; but this bill was of such a cha- 
Tacter, that, with the views he enter‘ained, it 
seemed to him it wis not properly admissib'e 
There was a provision in the Constitution which 
provided that all biils for the raising of revenue 
should originate in the House of Representatives, 
though the Senate might make amendments thereto. 
Now what was this bill? It was a bill by which it 
was intended to lay a tax upon ail bank notes 
issued by any banking incorporation in this coun- 
uy. It was not confined to any district or terri- 
tory, but it was a bill to lay a tax, in the form of a 
daty, to be assessed and pail into the Treasury of 
the United States, and thus forming a pzrt of 
the receipts and the money of the Government, 
and to be expended as such. Now if he understood 
the Senator from Missouri (Mr. Benton] aright, 
that Senator considered ita part of thir obligations 
\o compel these corporaticns to pay a po:tion of 
that which justly goes into the Treasary ia the 
shape of revenue; and if so, it was not within the 
powers conferred upon them by the Constitu'ion; 
and c -uld they, then, rermit the introduction of a 
bill containing such a provision? He hai no in- 
tention to reply to the rema:ks of the Senator from 
Missouri on the merits of the bill; with the views 
he entertained he did not consider the Senate could 
cnstivutionaliy receive the bill, and therefore he 
should attempi no reply. Some years ago it was a 
gaestion there whether, indred,the Senate could re- 
duce a rate of daty proposed to be imposed by a 
bill which had come up from the o'her House; but 
on that subject he had now nothing to say, nor 
should he say a word on the merits of this bi!l; he 
merely felt it to be his duty t» state the views he 
had on the question of its reception, and therefore, 
on the question of granting leave, he called for the 
ayes and noes. : 
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Mr. BENTON said the objection of the Senator 
from Connecticut [Mr. Huntixeron}] wasa very 
fair one; it was one which he had anticipated, for 
he should have sat there for twenty years to very 
little purpose, if he bad not foreseen it. He re- 
peated, it was a fair objection, and it was entitled 
to the grave consideration of the Senate. Bat in 
the twenty years that he had sat there, he had seen 
the thing done, and thatin a pece ef legislation 
which they deemed the most sac‘ed of all the legis- 
lation they had ever done; he alluded to the com- 
promise act of 1333, which origina‘ed in the Se- 
nate, and to that part in which they raised the duty 
on coarse woollens from five to fifty per cent. 
That bill was entertained by this body, it was car- 
ried thrcugh this boty, and was perfected by this 
body. 

Mr. WEBSTER. No», no, no; not perfected. 

Mr. BENTON repeated that it was perfected 
by this body. He knew well what he said. It 
was perfected by this body; it was discusvse! and 
amended in this body; afterward adop'ed as an 
ameniment in the House of Representatives, 
and then was sent up again to this house, and 
passed asa House bil. That biil, afer being 
entert.ined by this body, and perfected by this bo- 
dy, or discussed until they were satisfied with.i’', 
was taken as an amendment by the other Hoasr, 
passed there, and sent here, and then passed here. 
Thus it began here—was discussed h:re—amended 
here—perfected here—Dbut not passed till adopted 
and scnt up by the House. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama would suggest the pro- 
priety of raising no qnestion of this kind on the bill 
until it was printed; the discussion could come 
up more properly when the bill was abcut to have 
its sec’ nd reading, or on the question whether it 
should be read a second time. 

Independently of the question raised by the ho- 
norab'e Senator from Conrecticu’, he believed 
there was another grave constitutional question to 
be determined, namely: whether they had the pow- 
er to regulate State bank institutions at all. If 
they could raise a tax to the amount proposed, they 
could lay a tax to any ether amount—to an amount 
that would be a total prohibition of a system of 
bankirg which they had had from the foundation 
of this Government. Let the bill be printed, and 
then let the question come up when they were ac- 
quainted with its provisions. 

Mr. WEBSTER asked what could be a clearer 
case than this? The very head and title of the bill 
showed that it was intended thereby to lay a tax, 
and the Coa-ti'ution said that all such b lis sheuld 
originate in the House of Representatives. The 
case of the compromise act was different; the geue- 
ral scope of that act was not to raise, but to reduce 
taxes; but even then it was thought that it hada 
very doubtful rightthere. Bat he was surprised to 
hear any centien an asking leave to iatroduce such 
a bill as this. 

Mr. HUBSARD moved to lay the question of 
reception on the table, and that the bill be printed. 
He hoped n» question would be taken on the bill 
until they had had an ooportunity to read it. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON hoped the gentleman 
would withdraw his motion for a moment. He 
was about to remark that the suggestion of 
the Senator from Alabama, [Mr. Crdy,} that 
they should let this billtake the csual course, 
and that the objections sheuld be consi‘ered 
at another stage, seemed to him to be one tha’ onght 
not to be indu'ged in by the Senate. The provisions 
of the Constitution were directly opposed to the 
Senate’s right to entertain this bill at all, and he 
thought the Senate oughtto meet it at once. Why, 
then, a motion for po:tponemen'? Had not every 
bedy heard the biil read? And were they not sa- 
tisfied that in its very terms it proposed to lay 
a tax which should be paid, as a part of the 
revenue, into the Treasury? If this were 
so, be thovght the roi:n ovght t> be disposed 
of; that the quesiion ought to be seited; and he 
thoucht the Sena‘e was as ready now as it would 
be at any other time, even if the bill were printed 
They knew what it contained, and if they had not 
the right to entertain this bill, which in its letter and 
spirit was a bill to raise revenue, he would like to 
know why it was there for a moment? It could 
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| ale any informality. 
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| hoped the simple me ioa of r 
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not properly be there; and therefore he hoped the 
qaestion would be takea, and that th: yeas aad 
noes would be orde:ed. 

Mr. CALHOUN said it was andoub’edly true 
the Senate could not originate a bi'l to raise a re- 
venue by taxation; and at another period, on ano- 
ther measure, when he presiied over the Senate, 
the question was raised, whether, as they had not 
the power to originate bills to raise revenue, they 
could reduce taxation; he everraled the objection 
and the Senate contirmed his decision, ant the 
compromise bill was passed under that decision. 
Bat in its progress,as ai amendment was made 
in favor of course woolleas, and as the question 





| had arisen as to the right of the Senate, the other 


House adupted the amendmint as its own, to obyi- 
He argued that the question 
should be decided by the Chair, whether this bill 
was admissible. 

Mr. KING did not agree with the Senator 
from South Carolina, that ths questioa called 
the decision of the Chair. [t was for 
the Senate to decide whether th's preposition 


| should be entertained; and there could be no agency 


in the mater uatil the Senate had decided whether 
the bill should be received. He would take that 
occasion to say that he was not prepared to receive 


| it because it was ia dire tcontradiction to the pro- 


visioas of the Convitut.on. Ile would say, 
further, that if it came from the other House, 
it weuld find bur litte fav or wiih him; bat it was 
then sufficient for him to say, that it was in 
direct conflict with the Constitution; and the Senate, 
knowing what its provisions were, should now 
come to a decision. 

Mr. CALHOUN said, the motion was to receive 
this bill. He conceived it was the da'y of the 
Cuair, if the bill was in conflict with the Conti 
tution, to say so. 

Mr. PIERCE had not had the fortane to hear 


} the bil read at Jeng h, bat he suppo ed the: idea 
of rejeciing the propesition to receive & bill 
was scemewhat ex'raordinary. HH: did not, at 


present, unders'and its provisions and, therefore 
he was graufied with the motion of his colleague, 
{Mr. Hupparp,}] whch would stile no principle 
in regerd tot, she motion merely going tothe extent 
of laying it on the table, that they might have it 
printed, to give to those of them whe had not heard 
the bill raad at length an opportunity to read it. 
After what he had heard, he ecencurred wiih the 
Opinions expressed, bat he preferred read ng the 
bill for b mself. As no prine'p'e was involved, he 
ception ard print- 
ing wou'd be adopted, and w.th that inenticn he 
would make the motion. 

Mr. WEBSTER hoped the ayes and noes would 
be taken thereon. 

Tae PRES!DENT stated the question before the 
Senate, and 


Mr. SEVIER rose to make an appeal to the 
other side o' the hous’: he thought the course pur- 
sued on the other sife was a strange one, and 
therefore he hoped for their indu!cence to allow the 
bill to be printed. Whatdid they propose to gain 
hy the course they were taking? D abtless their 
object was to defeat the bill, if it were introduced 
at all, and why not then iutrcduce it and defeat it 
On its merits. 

Mr. WEBSTER wished to say that his object 
was not to cef-at the bil'—he h-pe!, himself, to 
consider it; but he did not permit himself to enter- 
tain an opinion on its merits when it was a consti- 
tutional question that was before them. 


As to the qnestion of printing, he thoueht it was 
at present sufficient that they hid heard the bill 
read; the bill wes entit'ed a bill for the laying 
a tax on the issues of banks, and it proceeded 
to lay that tax; but if Senators were not 
satisfied, they could have it read again, but he 
wished the Senate to give not the sightest degree 
of countenance 'o a measure which the Constita- 
tion expressly prohibited. Now,the motion to lay 
the bill on the table, implied a doubt whether it was 
not righily there; he hadnodoubt it was wrongly 
there altogether, and they cught not to take the 
slightest incipient sep on such a bill. it had 
been read, and it was clearly for the laying of a 
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tax; and ii was clear that such a bill was not within 
their constiiutional power. 

Mr. CLAY of A‘abama said no principle what- 
ever was involved in the motion of h’s friend from 
New Hampshire—they neither voted on the adop- 
tion nor the rejection of the bill. He hoped the 
Senate would adopt the motion, allow the bill to te 
printed, and that they would have another opportu- 
nity to vote un its merits. Not doubting that the 
Senate would give them that opportunity, he 
would now renew his motion to lay the motion 
of the Senator from Missouri on the tab'e, and that 
the bill te printed. 

Mr. WEBSTER hoped the question would be 
determined by the ayes and noes, which were or- 
dered. 

After a few words from Mr. CALHOUN, Mr. 


CLAY of Alabama, and Mr. WEB3TER, the vote | 


was taken on the motion to lay it on the table, and 
it was determined in the negative—ayes 18, noes 22, 
as follows: 

YEAS.—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Ben or, 
Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Hubbard, 
Linn, Lumpkin, Norvell, Pierce, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wal!, 
and Wright—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Davis, Dixon, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
King, Koight, Mangum, Merrick, Nieholas, 
Pheips, Porter, Preatiss, Preston, Roane, Rug:les, 
Smith of Indiana, Tallmaige, and Webster—22, 

Mr. BENTON then said he had accomp!ished 
the main, though not the whole of his objects in in- 
troducing the bill. One object wa: to bring the 
question before the country—ihat he had accom- 
plished, and therefore he would now wi'hdraw his 
motion for leave to introduce the bill. 

Mr. WEBSTER said the Senator could not 
withdraw it without the consent of the Senate. 

On this question a point of crder arose, which 
led to an animated debate, in which Messrs. 
WEBSTER, TAPPAN, CLAY of Alabams, 
PIERCE, CALHOUN, KING, CRITTENDEN, 
HUNTINGTON, PRESTON, SEVIER, MER- 
RICK, PHELPS, and others took part, a report 
of which wiil be given hereafter. 

It was then resolved, on the motion of Mr. 
PRESTON, that when the Senate adjourn, it do 
a‘journ to meet again on M. nday next. 

The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTAT'VES. 
Tuurspay, December 24, 1840. 

Tne SPEAKER Iaii before the House the fo'- 
lowing communications: 

1. From the President of the United States, in 
compliance with a resolution of the Heuse of the 
17th inst. asking “what appropriations of money 
at the Jast sersion of Congiess were expended by 
him; designating to what particular objects such 
appropriations were made, and the specified sums 
suspended; and what sums continued to be sc sus- 
pended.-at the ccmmencementef the present session, 
and their objects resp: ctivelw.” 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, laid on the ta- 
ble, and ordered to be printed. 

2. From the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting a report, in compliance with a resolution 
of the House of the 17th inst. relative to a cor- 
respondence between himself and the Tr:asurer of 
the United States, in respect to the operations of the 
Independent Treasury. 

Oa motion of Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS, laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

3. From the Post Office Depariment, in answer 
to a resolution of the Hoase, submitted a few days 
since, inquiring ‘‘whether Ra!ph Jack-on is a con- 
tractor for carrying the mail in the State of Iili- 
nois,” &e ; from which communication it appeais 
that Ralph Jackson does not hold any contract un- 
der the Department for carrying the mail. 

On monon of Mr. GIDDINGS, laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

4. A report from the Clerk of the House, on the 
sale of damaged and useless paper. 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND, laid cn the ta- 
ble, and ordered to be printed. 

The following Senate bills were severally read a 











first and second time, and referrei to the appropri- 
ate committee: 

The bill amendatory of the act abolishing im- 
prisonment for debt. | 

The bill in relation to dcnations of land to cer- 
tain persons in the State of Arkansas. 

The bill to quiet the titles of certain land claim 
ants in the States of Missouri and Arkansas, and 
for other purposes. 

The bill to settle the title to certain tracts of 
land in the State of Arkansas. 

The bili to relinquish to the State of Alabama 
the two per cent. fand reserved by the act for her 
admission into the Union, to be applied to the mak- 
ing of a roai or roads leading to said State. 

The bil! to establish an additional land district in 
the State of A'abama. 

Tne bill for the relief of certain se‘tlers on the 
public lands, who were deprived of the benefits of 
the act granting pre-emption rights, which was ap- 
proved on the 19th of June, 1834. 

’ The bill to grant other lands to the inhabitants of 
townships deprived of the 16h section by Indian 
reservations. 

The bill to authorize thr inhnbitants of township 
cight north, range thirty-iwo west, in the State of 
Arkansas, to eater a section of Jand in lieuof the 
sixteent section iu said township, upon condilin 
that the same be surrendered to ihe United States 
for m.litary purposes. 

Toe bill authorizing the inhabitants cf fractional 
township ten south, of range one east, in th: State 
of Arkansas, to enter one-half secticn of !and for 
school purposes. 

The bill for the relief of sundiy citizens of Ar- 
kansas, who lost their improvements in conse- 
quence of a treaty between the United States and 
the Choctaw Indians. 

The bill to re!inqnish the reversionary interest 
of the United States to a certain reservation in the 
State of Alabama. 

The bill for the relief of James Smith of Ar- 
kansas. 

The bill fer the relief of George W. Paschal. 

The bill for the relief of William Jones. 

THE PUBLIC LANDS. 

The next business in order was the metion or 
REYNOLDS of [linois to refer a memorial from 
the Legislature of shat State to the Committee on 
Public Lands, with the following instructions: 

**To report a bill to grant prospective pre-emp- 
tions fo settlers on the public Jands, and to reduce 
the price to settlers accordivg to the value of said 
lands.” 

Mr. REYNOLDS advocated his motion at some 
length, and dwelt upon the injustice done to the 
new Svates by the present land sys'em. 

His remarks will appear hereafter. 

Mr. PICKENS regretted exceedingly that his 
friend from Illinois had thought proper, at this 
time, tobring forward such a subject. We were 
now atthe commencement of a short session, with 
many Other matters pressing upon us, and, in his 
opinion it was not the proper period for agitating 
a subject of the most vital interest to the Union. 
From what he had heard from the gentleman from 
Indians the other day, and from what had been 
manifested from other quarters of the House, he 
was convinced that no question in future that might 
be brought np before Congress would be more agi- 
tating, or of a greaver interest than the disposi'ion 
ofthese public lands. For his part, when he came 
to legislate on this subject, he would, as he did on 
all other subjects: he would legislate neither for 
the inhabi‘ants of log cabins, nor for the occupants 
of palaces; but he would legislate for the justice 
and honor of hiscountry. This, however, was not 
the proper time for legislating on so important a 
subject, and he could not but rezret its introduction 
at this period of a short session: The proper time 
would be at the next Congress, which would 
bring anew. set of Representatives. 

The question on the adjustment of the tariff 
would be also then brought up, when there would 
be time to matore some measure which should 
do jastice to both the individuals, a3 well as to all 
States. He confessed that, in prospect ef the next 
ccnsus, he considered the question of the public 
lands a very different question from what it was 





ad 


twenty years ago, when they had to legislate but 


for a tew States, and fora small bend of citizens 
who had gone forth to seek a living in the wilderness’ 
and to erect their habitations in the forests of the 
West. The subject of the Western lands was to 
this Government our colonial system, and his de. 
sire was, when the subject should come up, to 
place these people in a different situation than that 
in «hich they had been for the last ten years, and 
to set free our colonies. He wanted some fixed 
principle in relation to these Jands, not as a money 
or tar ff question, but as a question of politics. He 
was interested in the presperity and freedom of the 
West, and if we ever had another pre emption bill, 
he would prefer that it should be one fixing the law 
in advance. A general prospective pre-emption 
law, would be far more preferable than one extend- 
ing only to tw or three years. The latter, in his 
opinion, was unjust and unwise legislation. This 
was the reason why he had opposed pre-emption and 
graduation Jaws previously introduced,because they 
were made after the case had occurred.and no system 
could be wise which was thus expos@@’to the ope- 
ration of so much partiality. He would propose 
that this subject should come up at the next Con. 
gress, when they might fix on some system that 
would do credit to the Government as well gs to 
the citizens concerned. He would not say what 
he might be forced to do, but if the prediction of 
the gentleman of Indiana (Mr. Prorrir] should 
be verified, and the people of the West came to 
demand what they called justice, he would then 
consider what justice was, and do his duty to his 
own Sta’e as well as to them. 

He would prefer that they would legislate on 
some general system, for it was not right to be 
guided by local interests, asit was impossible for 
him to know what might be the principal interest 
in this or that question which might arise. He de- 
sired to lop off every branch of corrupt Executive 
patronage which had crept into the land system 
during the last ten or fifteen years. He believed a 
graduation system might be necessary as a matter 
of justice to the rights of the States, but he would 
advocate rome geneial system, founded on enlight- 
ened and statesmanlike view’, which would do he- 
nor to the country, and not upon this colonial sys- 
tem of the Jast few years. 

Mr. P. cencluded by expressing a hope that the 
whole subject would be suffered to rest until the 
next Congress, and that his friend from Illinois 
would not press his motion of instructions. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON moved to amend 
the insthuc'ions submitted by Mr. Reynotps, by 
substituting the following: 

“To refer 'o the Committee on Public Lands, 
with instructions to reporta bill to have the pro- 
ceeds of the sale of the public domain divided 
among the States in an equitable ratio, to be used 
by the Siates for internal improvements, educaticn, 
or any other purpose, as may be deemed wise by 
the several States receiving said distribution.” 

Mr. JOHNSON then advocated his amendmen! 
at some Iength; sfier which, 


Mr. HUBBARD took the floor to reply to some 
of the statements of Mr. Jonnson; and, in so do- 
ing, proposed to illustrate the accuracy of his own 
position by reference to ststical facts, having rete- 
rence to the value of waste lands in Alabama, &c. 


Mr. H. had not preceeded far, when he said that 
this Was a more important subject—that the discus- 
siin had been sprung suddenly on the House—that 
he shocld Lke time for consideration—and that if 
any member would move an adjournment, he 
would yield the floor for that purpose, 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Micsissippi, then moved 
that when the House adjourn, it will adjourn over 
to Monday; which was agreed to. 

An adjournment was then moved, and the ques- 
tion was taken by yeas and nays, and decided in 
the negative: Yeas 59. nays 94. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to postpone the 
subject until the second Tcesday in January next; 
which he afterwards withdrew. 


And another motion was made to adjourn, which 


prevailed. And the House adjourned until Mon- 
day. . 


\} 









IN SENATE. 
Mornay. December 28, 1840. 

The PRESIDENT presented a memorial from 
the Legislative council of the Territory of Iowa, 
asking for the constraction of a road and perma- 
nent bridge on Big Cedar creek, and a mil tary 
road from Dubugue to the Missouri line; which, 
en motion of Mr. NORVELL, was referred to the 
Commiitee on Roads and Canals. 

Also, from the same, asking for an an.¢admen 
of the o ganic law of said ‘Yerritory; which, on 
motion of Mr. NORVELL, was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. . 

Also,a communication from the D-partment of 
State, transmitting an abstract of returns, showing 
the number of seamen registered in each collection 
district in the Union during the year ending Sep- 
tember 30, 1840; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

{ he total number of seamen registered in 1840, 
as above, was 8,091, viz: native, 7,591; natura- 
lized, 140.] : 

Also, acemmunication from the Treasury De- 
partment, in answer to a resolution wf the Senat: of 
the Qlst inst. that the Secretary of the Treasury be 
instructei to inform the Senate what sales of pub. 
lic lands have been made in the Siate of Michigan, 
north of the line dividing townships twelve and 
thirteen north, and west of the line dividing ranges 
iwo and three, west of. the principal meridian; 
which, on motion by Mr. NORVELL, wes jaid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented a memoria! of 
citizens of Cherokee county, Alabama, praying for 
a modification of the pre-emption law; which was 
referred to the Committe on Public Lands. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of ci- 
tizens of Waterloo, N. Y. praying the enactment 
of ageneral bankrupt law; which was referred to 
the Committee on thy Judic ary. 

Mr. PORTER presented the petition of Ross 
Wilkins aad others, praying the passage of a ge ne- 
ral bankrupt law; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of Maltry 
Gelston, executor of David Gelston; which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. HENDERSON piesented the memorial of 
citizens of Mississippi, asking for the establish. 
ment of an additional Jand district in said State; 
which was referred to the Commiitee on Public 
Lands. 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the petition of 
Hester Hill was withdrawn from the fies of the 
Senate. 

On motion by Mr. WALKER, the petition and 
papers of Joseph Vidal, now on fi'e, were referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. WALKER also gave notice that to-morrow 
he would ask leave to introduce a bill relative to 
the two-per cent. fund of the Siate of Mississippi. 

Mr. PRESTON presented the petition of George 
Taylor for indemnity for French spoliations prior 
to 1800; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. PRESTON also presented the petition of 
Col. Robert P. Wainwright; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pen:ions. 

Mr. MANGUM presented the memorial of the 
Council of the City «f Washington, remonstrating 
against the transfer ef th: stock held in the Chesa- 
peake and Ohio Canal to the State of Maryland; 
which was referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals«, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. LINN, from the Cummitiee on Private 
Lind Claims, to which was referred, a bill to re- 
vive the act entitled ‘An act to enabie claimants 
to lands within the limits of Missouri andthe Ter- 
ritory of Arkansas to institate preceedings to try the 
validity of their claims,” approved the 26th of 
May, 1824, and an act amending the same, and 
extending the provisions of said act to claimants to 
lands within the States of Louisiana and Missis- 
S'ppi; reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which was referred the bi!i for the relief 
of Nathaniel Pryor, reported toe s:me with an 
amendment. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referie! the bill for the relief 
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|| of Ephraim D. Dixon, reported the same without {| bnt he did hope that the Committee on Foreign Re- 
| amendment. a lations wou'd come te no hasty conclusion on this 
| Mr. LUMPKIN, from the Committee on the question. He was perfect'y satisfied that the sub- 
| Post Office and Pust Roads, to which was referred ject should take the direc’ion proposed; but he only 
| the bill for the relief of John M. Strader, reported | hoped, and he confidently hoped, that the commit- 
|| the same without amendment. tee would make a large survey not only of this par- 
Mr. GRAHAM presented the petition of me- teular relation, bur of all the consequences of those 
chanics who we e employed on the arsenal in North treaties, which have been in existence for the last 
Caroline; which wes referred to the Committee on fi teen or twenty, if not twenty-five years, many of 
Claims. which were entirely destitute of al! the essential 
Oa motion hy Mr. NORVELL, th> petitions of || principles of reciprocity. 
citizens of Washington for a renewal and remoii- Mr. DAVIS had looked at this subject for some 
fication cf the charter of said city, now on fi'e, lime az one which was entitled to a!l the considera- 
| were referred to the Committee on the District of tion which his colleague thonght it deserved—for 
|} Columbia. some years he had seen the developmentof facts of 
| Mr. NICHOLAS, in pursuance of previous no- || a striking characier. Buta few years ago memo- 
lice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill | rials were presented in this chamber, from mer- 
|| authorizing the Legislature of Lonisiaaa to sell the chants of Baltimore, setting forvh the unequal ad- 
'| lands heretofore appropriated for the use of schools vantages which they enjoyed in the iransh pment 
| in that State; which was read twice, and referred || of tobaceo to Germany, as one result of a treaty, 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. | to which he now referred, as a sample of th: trea- 
TAXi»G BANK NOTES. ties of reciprocity. which, instead of affording re- 
Mr. BENTON said when the Senate w2s lastin || ciprocal advantages, drove the Baltimore merchanis 
|} ses-ion, he asked leave to introduce a bill totax || entirely outof the trade. He could point oat ma- 
|| paper issues, to which it was objected that it was || ny move such results in the operation of these trea- 
|| not constitutional to introdue> such a bill in this ties, to show the necessity of an examination of a 
| body, and he had therefore asked and obtained system, as suggested by his colleague, which was 
leave to withdraw it. But he now wished to give 


of very doubtful policy, as regarded the in’‘erests 
|| Notice to the Senate, and to the country, that he of this country. 


|| Should offer that bill in the form cf an amendment At the requert of Mr. CALHOUN, the memc- 
|| to the first revenue bill to which it was applicable; rial was read, 
and in the mean time he wonld asx leave to have Mr. BUCHANAN then said, certainly this was 
|| the bill printed as an amendment. He had stracix avery impcrtant subject; it was a request to change 
|| out the title of the bill, and simply wished that it that policy of the country which they had been ers 
| might be printed and laid on the table, that any deavoring to carry into effect with all foreiga na- 
| gen'leman who desired toturn his atten ion tothesub- || tions since the year 1815. That it was disastrous 
ject, might have the opportunity to do so, and that in some respects, particulatly in regard to our 
| gen'iemen might not be taken by surprise | commerce with some of the Hanse Towns, 
|| The PRESIDENT having stated the question there covld be no doub; bat why refer it to 
| to the Senate, the Committee on Foreign Relations? It was 


j 
| 

j 

| 
| 
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| Mr. KiNG said he presume: it was not necessa a subject peculiarly relating to the commerce 

| ry to state io the Crur that the subject-mater to and navigation of the country; an! the question 
which it waz intended to « ffer this bill asanamend- || was, how bave these treaties of reciprc city opera- 

‘| ment, was not yet before the Senate, and therefure ted on those two great interesis, which in that 

{| ite uld not be received in tuat form. It had been body were exclusively commited to the Commit- 

| 

' 

|| tesy to Senators, but never before the proposition || with their foreiga relations, except incidentally; 
to which the am-ndment was desired to be mare and he moved, therefore, that it be referred to the 
had been introduced. He thought the Senator Committee on Commerce, which was its appro- 


| 

| usual to receive and print smendments as a cour- tee on Commerce? lt was nota snbj-ct connected 
| from Missouri was not now in order, but that he || priate reference. 

| would have to wait until the revenue bill to which || Mr. DAVIS had moved its reference to the Com- 
| it would have to be attached, came up. He (Mr. || mittee on Foreign Relations, because it referred to 
| Ktxo) had no wish to prevent the bill going before 1 a conventional [agreement of the treaty-making 
| the country, but he desired that they should ad- | power beiween the British Colonies and the United 
| | 


here to what was regular and proper in their form: 
| of proceeding. | go to the Committee cn Commerce, he was willing 
| The PRESIDENT remarked that the subj-et || that it should go thee. 

was with the Senate for decision. | Mr. CALHOUN said it appeared to him that, in 
the first instance, it shoul! be referred to the Com- 
mi'tee on Commerce, and, afier that committee had 
repor ed, it mizht be proper to refer their report to 
the Committee on Fore:'gn Relations. This was 
| the old subject, which the Government had so tong 
| found it difficult to manage satisfactorily, and he 
| apprehended it never would be managed satisfacto- 
| rily. Tf the difficulties coul! be ov-rcome, he 
| should rejoice; for there was no man on that floor 
| who ‘ook a deep>r interest than he did in the pres- 

Mr. DAVIS presented a memorial from inhabi- perity, navigation and commerce of ,the country. 
tants of Newburypurt, Mass. praying for the repeal Mr. DAVIS was satisfied to withdraw his motion, 
or modification of the act of 29th May, 1830, regu- | and let it go to the Committee on Com erce. 


States. If, however, it would more appropriately 


| Mr. BENTON sad perhaps he could relieve the 
| Senate. His object was to give noice to the Se- 
| nate and to the country that he should pursue this 
| 


subject, and at his earliest convenience; that being 
done, if gentlemen would look at the subject, he 
had no gesire to have the amentment prinied, 
|, though he had been anxious to avoid taking them 
| by surprise. However, he would not now press 


COMMERCIAL RECIPROCITY. 1 


lating commercial intercourse between the United Afver a few words from Mr. MERRICK, 

Me. KNIGH?E said, whatever committee this 
memorial might be referred to, he hoped the atten- 
tion of the committee would be drawa to the ope- 
ration of these treaties, an} particulariy to the ar- 


| 

| Siates and certain British colonies, and moved that 
| it be referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
| tions. He spoke in support of the prayer of the 
| memorial, but was inaudible at the Reporters’ 
' 

; 

| 

' 

' 


desir. || rangement in regard to the West India trade, and 
Mr. WEBSTER had not been aware thathis || the effect on the trade and 


colleague was about to present a memorial on this 
most important subjeci; but he desired to say that if 
it should go to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
he hoped the committee wou'd consider tho- 
roughly and carefully the whole extent, and all the 
| consequences of that system of policy which they || tonnage in this trade of the Colonies had dimi- 
| had been for some years in the habit of calling the || nished. In olden times we used to import mo- 
| reciprocity system. He (Mr. Wester) was not || lasses, ram,sal', sugir, and other commodities, 
then prepared to express any opinion whether, || from the West ladies in our own vessels; but ander 
|| when the reciprocity treaty expired, it should be re- || the arrangemen', large quantities of these articles 
i newed, noron other matters in connection therewith; jj are brought in Briti-h vessels, and mueh from the 


bavigation of the 
country. So far as he was informed, this ar- 
rangement had brea favorable to the Bri- 
tish navigation, and injarious to our owa. He 
believe! it to be a fact, now ascertain d, that the 
British tonnage had greatly increased, and that our 
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Northern colonies where they are not grown or 
manu acture'!,cl-arly giving t the Briti-h an advat - 
tage which we du not possess. He wished the com- 
mitiee also to inquire whether the existing arrange- 
ment isteciprocal in its provisions and opera- 
tions. He understood that the British vessels are 
now allowed to carry certain goods, wares, and 
merchandize from this country to the West Indies, 
which ours are not permitted to carry,and in this 
particalar a decided preference is given to the Bri- 
trh navizater over our owa. These are some of 
the points which it is desirable should be investi- 
gated by the commiutice. Discriminating duties, 
also, in favor of the Colonies, sheuld not escape 
the attention of ihe committee. 

Mr. KING said he would greatly prefer that it 
should go to the Commitiee on Furegn Relations, 
especially sf the Committee on Commerce was to 
be merely acondui! through which it should pass to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. He was not 
unwilliag to take any labor that might be necessa- 
rily impos-d upon him in the public service, as 
the chairman of th» Committee on Commerce; but 
as Our foreign relations required a re-examination, 
it would be beter that this subject shou'd now go 
to the committee to which it mast u'timately go. 

Mr. BUCHANAN truvted that it would not go 
to the Committee on Fore gon Relations. Toe 
question was, wheiher it was advisable to renew 
our treaty with Great Britain—whether, when 
this treaty shall expire, it shall be renewed 
again? These Newburyport merchants say it 
ought Lot, in their op nien, and who was to de side 
tha qu=tion? It would be necessary to take a ge- 
nerai and broad view of the effect of this treaty 
on the conmerce of the coun'ry; aod to decide 
that important question, it should be referred 
to a committee acquainted wth the subject. 
How cou'd the Commit ee on Foreiga Relations 
determine a questi n respecting the elect produced 
on their commerc.? It it were se.t to them, it 
would be -ent to a commi:tec, the members of 
which were suppored not to have entered into its 
consideration at all, while the Committee on C.m- 
merce, during the en'ire session, were in the daily 
consideration of questions exclusively connected 
with it, and theref re he again hoped it would go 
to th: Commitiee on Commerce. But he had ano- 
ther remark. If this subject was to be investigated 
as itought, andas iis importance required that it 
sheuld be, iteould not posible be done s> as to 
make a satisfac ory report atthe present s-ssion. 
They would have to g> back lirowgt a vari ty 
of sourers to asvcerta k whatillsci Ue e reeip cety 
treaties hid bad on our commerc:, and this tafor- 
mation could not be collected in the six weeks or 
two months the Congress would be in session. 
And then the country must hive time to reflect on 
it after it was collected, and ia the expectation that 
this memorial ¥as to besent to a committee, the 
members of which were not conversant with the 
subject, he had no hesitation in sayiog that it was 
idle and vain t+ suppose thsy could ac omp'ish 
any thing thi, session. He thought tre Committee 
on Commerce might be in po session of informa- 
tion on this subject, and might, therefore, be ab'e 
to make arepcr: at ihe present session, though he 
much tou’ te’; but he was satisfied nothing could 
grow o«t of the refirence to te Commitie on Fo- 
reign Re!a‘ions. 

The Senate thin divided on the question of re- 
ference to the Committee on Commerce, whi h wes 
decided in the affirmative by a vote of 19 to 9; 
end the memorial was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion, wh ch was considered and agreed t : 

Riselv d, Tiat the Committee on Fore'gn R:la- 
tions be instructed to inquire in’o the expedi ney 
of making an app:opriauon to pay the cn fit to 
Commodore P. rier, not provided for when he was 
appointed Minister, resident at Constantinople. 

Mr. NORVELL submitted the following mo- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be instructed to inqnire into th: expediency of 
making an appropriation to enabl: the President of 
the Unied States to negotiate for the extioction of 
the Indian titles to the unpurchased lands lying in 
jhe upper peninsula of the State of Michigan. 
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Mr. CLAY of Alabama submitted the follow- 
ing motion, which wa: considered and agreed to: 

Resoloed, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instruc‘ed to inquire into tne expediency of pro- 
viding by law for the appointment of a Marshal 
and District Attorney for the Middie District of 
Alabama. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana submitted the following 
resolution, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to the Senate acopy of the cor- 
respondence between the Department and the Go- 
veinor of the Svate of Indiana relative to the lands 
granted in that Sae by the act of March 2, 1827, 
for that part of the Wabash and Erie Canal which 
lies between the mouth cf the Tippecanve river and 
the line of the State of Ohio, which could not be 
set off to the State «f Indiana in the adjustment 
that took place in 1829 and 1830, iu consequence of 
the Indian title thereto not being then extingui-hed. 

And that he al.o 1ep ort what quantity of land the 
State of [odiana is sll entitled to, under said act, 
for that portion of said canal, and what pertion of 
the same has been granted to individuals as Indian 
reservations by treaty with the Miamies. 

Mr. WALKER submited the following resolu- 
tion, which was ¢ n:idered and agreed to: 

Resolved, Toat the Commie? on the Judiciary 
be instrucjed to inquire into the expediency of as- 
siening the present district judge of the U: ited 
S:ates for the State of Mi-sis-ippi to one of the dis- 
triets of said State, and of appointing a separate 
judge for the remaining district. 

The followi g bills were cons dered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading: 

A bill gram'ing a pension to Lemuel White. 

A bill for the relief of Margaret Baroes, widow 
of Elijah Barnes. 

A bi'l granting a pensi nto David Waller. 

A bill for the re‘ief of Sane! Co'lins, 

at DiI forthe relief of Jo eph Ba-sett, 

A bili for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Richard T. Banks of the State of Arkansas. 

A bill to authorize the Secretary of War to ad- 
just and psy to Beajamin Murphy, ef Arkansas, 
the value of his corn, cattle, and hogs, taken by 
the Cheroke* Indians in the month of Dec. 1828 

A bill for the relef of Joab Seely. 

A bill to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury 
to provare steam vessels for the revenue service, 

A bill al’owinz d awhack on freien mer han. 
dise exported in the o izfaal packeges to Ch hua- 
hua and San‘a Fe, in Vu xreo. 

A bi'l to amend an actentitied “An art to anthe- 
riz: the State of Teane-see to issue graats and per- 
fect tiles to certain lands therein cescribed, and to 

settle the claims to the vacant and unannropriaed 
laads within the same,” pess:a the 18h day of 
April, 18°6 

A bill for the relief of Wiliam P. Rathbone. 

A bill fer her to amen] the act entitled “An act 
to provide for taking the sixth census or enamera- 
tion of the inhabiia:'s of the Usited States,” ap- 
proved Merch 3, 1839. 

The biil making an anpropr‘ation to cemplete 
the removal cf the raft of Red river, and for other 
perpos*s, was taken vp, as in Committee of the 
Wiole, and, afier some remarks by Mr. KING, 
showing the propriety and necessity of its passage, 
it was ordered to be engrosseé for a third :eading 

The bil to establish a Bosrd of Commissiorers 
to hear and examine claims against the United 
States, was taken up, as in Comme of the 
Whole, and ordered te be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The bill to revive the charters of the banks of the 
D strict of Colombia, being taken up— 

Mr. TAPPAN thought they ought to wait until 
they had received some papers that were ordered to 
be printed on the subject. 

Mr. MERRICK would be glad, then, if Senators 
who were desirous to enter into the discussion of 
this bill, would agree to fic an early day for that 
purpose. 

Mr. TAPPAN would agr.e with the Senator 
from Maryland in the appoiniment of an early day, 
when the papers to which he referred were re- 
ceived, 








The bill to establish a permanent prospective 
pre emp:ion system in favor of settlers on the pub- 
lic lands who shall inhabit and cultivate the same 
and raise a log cabin thereon, coming up in order, 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he had the honor 
to report that bill, and he was anxious to have jt 
disposed of; but he wished to take no advantage of 
Senators, there being several absent from their 
seats, and therefore he would consent to pass it by 
informally. It was a bill on which he wished to 
have a full Senate, that they might all show their 
hands on the question of its passage. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said, then it would be de. 
sireble to assign a particular day for the bill. 

Mr. CLAY replied, that a particular day had 
been named, and it came up this morning asa 
special! order; but as the Senate was not full, he 
was willing it should be passed informally, and it 
could be then taken up to mcrrow, or any sub.e- 
quent convenient day. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. MERRICK, 
HUBBARD, WRIGHT, and others, the bill was 
passed by informally. 


A bill for the benefit of the Selma and Tennes.- 
see Railroad Company being taken up as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole— 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said this bill had passe} 
at previous sessions of Congress, and therefore it 
wou!d not be necessary that he should enter into 
an explanation of its provisions, unless it were 
desired by some gentlemen on that flocr. 


Mr. BENTON wished to have some further ex- 
planation on one or two points. He wished to 
know what progress had been made in the con- 
straction of this read, what probability there was 
of its speedy completion, and whether there was an 
adi quacy of means with those e: gaged init. He 
had a decided oj*ction to see the United States 
foreing on any of these works, unless it were such 
#s could be carred specdity through—he hadt.o idea 
that the United States should take the laboring oar 
for the carrviag on any of these works, or contribut- 
ing where the work was not going on prosperously, 
and where the means of those engaged in it were 
inadequa'e to itscomple'ion; and he wished, there- 
fore, the Senator from Alabama would inform him 
what was the state of the road, whether it was in 
a state of progression, whether there was a proba- 
bility of its termination, what were the means of 
those engaged in it, and whether they were ade- 
quate to its sveeessful accomp!ishment. 


Mr. CLAY cou'd only repeat wkat he had sail 


| on o her oceasions, that there was no sort of ques- 


i nin regard to the atdequacy of the means of the 


| company, for much the greater portion of the 


stock was taken by men of capital and respecta- 
bility in the S ate of Alabama; nor cou!d there be 
a doubt of the rapid advance of the woik. The 
track was laid oa', the whole of it was surveyed, 
and much of it was graded; and from the com- 
mencement at the Alabama river, there were exca- 
vations 2nd embankments comp'eted from 30 to 40 
ini'es; avd the road then entered a valley where 
neither by excavation nor embankment was neces: 
saty for some 60 or 70 miles. Of the importance 
of the work, he observed that this road was the con- 
necting link betwern Noith Alabama and the 
bay of Mobile; and between the Tennessee river 
and the waters of the bay of Mob:le; and let this 
road be opened, and it would open an important 
means of commercial transit, both to the Siate of 
Alabama and the State of Tennes:ce; it wou'd 
likewi-e afford the means of defence of that part 
of our coast, by the rapid conveyance of men and 
munitionsof war in any emerg:ncy. It was well 
known that the meansof de‘ence of Mobile en! New 
Orleans must always come from the upper country 
and this company was willing to undertake the re- 
sponsibility of conveyirg men and munitions of 
war at all times, free of a!l charge, to the vulnera- 
ble points He hoped the genuisman was now sa- 
tisfied. The work hither'o, under the pecu- 
liar cireums‘ances of the times, had progress- 
ed less rapidly than could have been desired, but 
still it had progressed, and would be co-npieted. 
This bil proposed to make no denation—it merely 
gave a pre-emption right. The land was of but lit- 
tle value; and it was but right that this company 
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should have the advantage of whatever increased 
value they, by their enterprise, gave to the land. 
Mr. BENTON inquired whether the work was 
actually going on. 
Mr. CLAY repl-ed in the affirmative; and the bill 
was then ordered to be engrcszed for a third reading. 
Afver a short Executive session, 
The Senate adjourned. 


—— -—- 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, December 28, 1840. 


Mr. SMITH of Maine, on leave, presented the 


petition of J. B. Glover and others, of New York, 
praying for the passage of a bankrupt law; which 
was referred to the Commi tee on the Jud:ciary. 

The fullowing tills from the Senate were then 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
appropriate committees, v.%: 

An act granting a pension to Hannah Leighton. 

An act to amend an act entitled “An act more 
effectually to provide for the punishment of certain 
crimes against the United States, and for other pur- 
poses. 

An act to prevent the counterfeiting any foreign 
copper, gold, silver, cr other coin, and to prevent 
the bringing into the United Siates, or uttering any 
counterfeit foreign copper, gold, silver, or either 
coin. 

An act for the relief of sundry citizens of Arkan 
sas, who lost their improvements in consequexce ot 


Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, Keim, Kempshall, 


| Kille, Lane, Leadbetier, Leet, Leonard, Lowel', 


Lucas, McClellan, Marchand, Marvin, Masen, 
Medill Miller, Mitchei!, Monroe, Montanya, Mor- 


; gan, Morrow, Newhard, Palen, Parrish, Pope, 


Preati-s, Preffit, Randolph, Rariden, R-ynolds, 
Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Russell, Ryall, Simon- 
ton, Taomas Smith, Sianly, Steenrod, Strong, 
Stuart, Sumter, Swearingen, Swency, F. Thomas, 
Waddy ‘Taompson, Jacob Thompson, John B. 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, Peter 
J. Wagner, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. 
Williams, Henry Williams, Lewis Williams, Jo- 
seph L, Williams, and Christopher H. Williams 


lil. 


a treaty between the United S ates and the Choc- | 


taw Indians. 

An act supp'ementary to “‘An act to provide for 
the adjustment of titles to land in the ih wn of De- 
troit, and Territory of Michigan, and for other pur- 
peses,”” passed April 21, 1206. 

PUBLIC LANDS. 


The SPEAKER announced that the next busi- 


ness in order, was the motion of Mr. Reyno.ps of 
Illinois, to refer a memorial from the Legislature of 
that State to the Commitiee on Public Lands, wit) 
the following instructions: 

“To report a bili te grant prospective pre-emp» 
tions to settlers on the public Jands, and to reducy 
the price to setilers according to the value of sai/ 
lands.” 

The question pending was on the followi } 
amendmeat, submitted by Mr. W. Cost Jounson 

“To refer to the Committce on Public Lands 
with instructions to report a bill to have the pro 
ceeds of the sale of the public domain dividct 
among tre Siates in an equitable ratio, 10 be use! 
by the S:ates for internal improvements, education, 
of any otber purpose, as may be deemed wise by 
the several States receiving said distribution.” 

Mr. HUBBARD, being entitled to the floor, 
was about t> resume his remarks, when he gave 
way to 

Mr. CHINN, who moved to Jay the whole sub- 
ject on the table; but after some conversation, with- 
drew it, and moved a postponement of the subject 
uoul Tuesday week. 

Mr. ALF«RD renewed the motion to Jay on the 


table; and the yeas ard nays being demanded, were | 


ordered, and resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Mess:s. Adams, Alford, Anderson, Lion | 


Banks, Barnsrd, Beirne, Bell, Bond, Sampson H. 
Bu ler, Calhoun, Chinn, Chittenden, Cole, Con- 
nor, Cranston, Cushing, Garret Davis, Dawson, 
Fil more, Fioyd, Fornance, Garlan!, Gates, Gic- 
dings, Granger, Griffin, Habersham, Hawes, Hill 
of North Carolina, Hopkins, Hant, Jackson, Jo- 
sep Johnson, Nathaniei Jones, Kemble, McKay, 
Mallory, Calvary Morris, Nisbet, O.borne, Par- 
menter, Paynter, Peck, Pickens, Randall, Reed, 
Saltonstall, Shepard, Slade, Alb:rt Smith, John 
Smith, Tcuman § nith, Starkweather, Taliaferro, 
Triplett, Trumbull, Warren, Jutn White, acd Win- 
throp—58, 

NAYS—Messrs.‘ Judson Alien, Andrews, Ather- 
ton, Beatty, Black, Blackwell, Boardman, Boyd, 
Brewster, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, Aibert G. 
Brown, Burke, Wm. B Campbell, Carter, Casey, 
Clifford, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Curtis, Dana, E. Dz- 
vies, Deberry, Deliet, Doan, Doe, Doig, Dancan, 
Earl, Eastman, E-wards, E'y, Everett, Fine, 
Fisher, Galbraith, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Goode, 
Hand, John Hastings, Henry, Hillen, Hook. Hub- 
bard, James, Jameson, Charles Johnston, William 


| posiponed until a later period of the session, the 


| bill, after whch the obj ction wa: withdrawn. ° 


| Treasury not otherwise ap ropriated, for he pay- 
| ment of pensions and half-pay chargeable on the 


£o the Houce refused to lay on tab'e. 

Tie question then reearrng on the motion of 
Mr Cuinn to postpone all further consideration of 
the subject unlil Tuesday week, 

The SPESKER sugge-ted thaton that day the 
Pennsylvania contested election case would come 
up as the sprcial order; whereon, 

Mr. CHINN modified his motion so as to read 
“next Wedacsdiy week;” also that it be made the 


| special order for that day. 


Mr. REYNOLDS opposed the motion to post- 
pone. He thought gernt'emen could act upon the 
subject as well now as any other time If it were 


cry woull then arise, that there was not time to 
consider it. 

Mr. HUBBARD demanded the previous qurs- 
tion, but there was no second. 

The question then recurring on the motion to 
postpone until Wednesday week, it was taken and 
decided in the affirmative. 

The question then being on the latter branch of 
the motion, making the subject the special order for 
Wednescay week, was taken, and decided ia the 
negative. 

So the further consideration of the subject is post- 
poned until next Wednesday week, on which day 
it will come up in its order. 

NAVY PENSIONS. 

Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS asked the House to 
go into Committee of the Whole on the bill reported 
by him from the C.mmittee on Naval Affairs last 
week, making appropriation for the payment of 
navy pensions. He reminded the House that the 
money would beecme due en the first of January, 
so that prompt ection on the bill was absolutely re- 
c s-ary. 

Mr. T then moved that the House go in'o Com- 
mites of the Whole, for the purpcse of takirg up 
the bill. 

Mr. PROFFIT o}j-cted. 

Mr. TEOMAS explained the urgency of the 


The Heuse then revolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
McKay in the chair,) and took up the above bill, 
which was iead by the Clerk, as follow : 

A BILL concerning navy pepsions and bh: If-pay. 

B: it enacted by the Senate and House «f Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congre's 
assem ied, That the sum of one hundred 2nd fifty- 


one thousand three hundred and fifty-two dollars - 


and thirty-rine ecnts, be, and the same is hereby, 
appropriated, to be paid cut of any money in the 


navy pension fund. 

At the request of Mr. THOMAS. the Clerk then 
read the following document from the Secretary of 
the Navy, which had been forwarded by the Piesi- 
dent, in compliasce with a resolution of the Hease: 

Wasninoton, December 7, 1840. 

Sir: I herewith transmit a letier from the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, in relation to the navy pension 
fund, to which the attention of Congress is invi'ed, 
and recommend an immediate appropriation of 
$151,352 39, to meet the payment of pensions te. 
coming due on and after the lst of January. 184], 

M. VAN BUREN. 
Hen. R. M. T. Honrer, 


Speaker cf the House of Representatives, 


Navy Department, December 1, 1840. 
Sin: I have the honor to state that the whole 








amount of money now on hand to pay navy pen- 
sioners, is $18 647 61; and that there will be re- 
quired in addition thereto, for that purpose, for the 
ensuing year—184I1—he sum of $151,352 39; of 
which the sum of $51,476 73 wilt be wanted to 
mect claims for pensions becoming due on the Ist 
day of January next. 


The sto. ks at present owned by the navy pen- 


sion fund arc: 
City of Cincinnati five per cent. - - $100 000 


City of Washing'on five p.r cent. - ¢ 33,339 
Bank of Washington - : - - 14000 
Union Bank of Georgetown - - - 114.0 


Nominal value - : - - $158 739 
All these stocks have grea'ly depreciated in 


value, and some of them are now altogeith:r un- 
saleable. 
s'anding highest, as been advertised to be sold at 
auction on the 15ih of this mcnth, (December,) for 
the purpose, in the first place, of reimbursing the 


The stock of the city of Cincinnati, 


Bank of America the sum of fifiy th urand dollars 


advanced to the fund on a deposite of the said 
stock, to meet the paymentof pensions whch be- 


came due cn the 1st of July last, and afterwards 
to meet, as faras it may suffice, the payments fall- 
ing due on the Ist of January nex'. 

To liquidate these and other claims becoming 
due in the year 1841, and at the same time to pre- 
vent the great sacrifice which must ensne if the 
sticks belonging to the fund be sold at this time, I 
have the honor to request that you will be pleased 
to callthe attention of Congress to the subject at 
the commencement of its approaching session, and 
to recommend an immediate anpropriation of the 
abeve named sam of $151,352 39 in aid of the 
fund; the deficieacy in its means of satisfying the 
just clains of p-nsioners, which by the act of Con- 
gress of 23d April, 1800, the public faith was 
pl. dzed to supp'y, having occurred. 

1 have the houor to be, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
J. K. PAULDING. 

To the Paxsipent of the United States. 


Mr. F. ‘THOMAS then made a brief explanation 
of the acts relating to the bill. He explained that, 
by the act of 1800, pensions were granted to sea- 
men, officers, and marines in the naval service who 
had been disabled; and that, by the 9 h section, a 
reculiar modeof paying these pensions was pro- 
vided; the fund wus to be derived not frem the 
secera! revenue of the Gover: ment, but from the 
sale of that portion of the pizes to which the 
United States might become cntitled. He ex- 
plained also that, by the 9th section, the faith of 
the United States was pledged, in the event of the 
exhaustion of the fund, tomake good the deficit. 
The Secretary of the Navy stated that this specific 
fund had been so far exhausted as to be reduced to 
a very small amount in stocks, most of which 
were now unfaieable, and he applied to Congress 
to make this appropriation for the parpo.e of sav- 
ing those stocks from sacrifice. 

Mr. T. then proceeded to reply to an objection 
which, he said, he anticipated would be made by 
the gentleman from Mas:achusetts, (Mr. Avams.) 
T. ere wa; a con'rariety of epinion in the Comm't- 
teecn Naval Affairs, and might be, Mr. T. sup- 
posed, in this House, as to the construction of the 
law of 3d Mareh, 1837, under which this pension 
fund of 1300 bad been exbausted. It would be 
seen that Congres:, by the act of 1800, bad given 
pensions to officers, seamen, and marines disabled; 
and, as he had said, by the ninth section, the faith 
of the Government was pledged to make good any 
deficiency in the fund if it should become ex- 
hausted. By the law of 1237, and by other 
laws which it was not necessary for him te refer 
te, another class of persons had been authorized 
to apply for these pensicns other than t ose con- 
tempiated by the orginal ac'; and their pensions 
were to commence fiom the time when the iscident 
oceurred which gave orizinto the pensions. Under 
this act, Mr. T. explained that arrcarages had been 
allowed of twenty or thirty years. He anticipated 
that the gentleman from Massechusetis (Mr Apams 
would assume the ground that the Sccretary ha 
erred in giving that contruction to the law of 1837. 
He anticipated the gentleman would say that Con- 
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gress gave a pledge to make good any deficiency in 
the fund in the event of that fand being applied 
solely to pensioners contemplated under the law of 
1800, to wit, to officers, seamen, and marines, 
actually disnb'ed in the public service. Now, it 
seemed to him (Mr. T.) that whatever m'ght be the 
construction given to the act, the bill before the 
committee ought to become a law, even if the Se- 
cretary of the Navy bad committed an error. If 
the fond was exhausted, the Government stood 
bound to reimburse it. The Commitee on Naval 
Affairs intended, before the close of the session, to 
bring ina bill to repeal the act of 1837, and in- 
tended to incorporate in it certa‘n provisions dimi- 
nishing the number of persons entitled to make 
these claims upon the Government. The simple 
question now was, whether the Government, in 
virtue of its plighted faith, would now make good 
a deficiency in the pension fund of 1800; that fund 
having been exhausted under what some gentlemen 
might suppose to be a mic onstruction of the act 
of 1837. 

Mr. ADAMS des'red to know if the sum em- 
braced in the present bill was included in the esti- 
mate for the year. 

Mr. THOMAS said, that so far ashe was in- 
formed, he believed not. 

Mr. ADAMS then complained that the recom- 
mendation from the President was, that Congress 
should not exceed the es'imates, and yet one week 
afterwards the House was urged to make an ap- 
propriation not included in the estimates. Mr. A. 
then went on to contend that the Seerctary of the 
Navy, under the act of 1837, had no authority to 
make use of the specific tund set apart for the 
payment of pensioners under the act of 1800. 
Also, that by this act the Treasury of the United 
States had been saddled with a national debt, and 
forthe payment of whch they were called upon to 
make an appropriation no! iu the e:timates. Mr. 
A. then proceeded to show that ia 1837 the amount 
of the specific fund was $1,200,000, the interest 
from which, he contende#, was sufficient to meet 
the demands upon it. He wirhed to know what 
had become of this money. Why, it appeared from 
the leiter of the Secretary that it bad been exhansi- 
ed not for the payment of the pensioners, for 
whom it had been sct apart, but for the widows, 
orphans, and peihaps the aunts of persons who 
might have been inthe service. Alter sume fur- 
ther remarks, Mr. A. wenton to charge the Ad- 
ministration with a want of economy in thus 
“wasting” <o mvc money, sacredly ret apart, as 
he contended, for aacther specific purpcse. He 
wished to know how the aetot 1537 or'ginated, and 
by whom it was passed throngh the House. He 
desired to examine who had in'roduced the mea- 
sure, and to see whether was a Whig or an Admi- 
nistration “economist.” 

Mr. A. then, at much lergh, gave his views in 
relation to the investment of Govenmfent money in 
State stocks and bonds, and contended that the 
Secretary of the Navy had no authority for making 
such investments, He conténded that the invest- 
ment of money in State stocks by the Govern- 
ment, was in fact assuming the Siate debis. 

Mr. F. THOMAS declining to reply, owing to 
the necessity of a speedy pas:age of the bill, 

The committce then rose aud reported the bill to 
the House, without amendment. 

Mr. REED madesome brief remarks in defence 
of the Secretary of tne Navy, who, io his opivion, 
wascfien blamed when the fault lay in the jaw. 
He had riser, however, more pitticularly to request 
that the House would e:e long afford him an op- 
portanily of speaking upon the affairs of the navy— 
a yrivilege he had oficn wished during the last ser- 
sion, but never had. 

Afier some remarks from Mr. WISE, who took 
the same genetal view of the case as Mr. Apams, 
and, amoug other matters, complained of the deiay 
in bringing this subject before the House, 

Mr. THOMAS (chairman of the Committce on 
Naval Affairs) said that be had designed to suffer 
this bill to pass without any comment on his part, 
for be had not felt himself called upon to reply to 
the remarks of the honorable gentleman {rom 
Massachuseits on the general policy of the Admi- 
nistration, particulariy as he, as well as the hono- 


rable gentleman from Vitginia who had just re- 
sumed his seat, had commenced their speeches by 
declaring that it was their purpose lo vote for the 
bil’. He was anxious to have it pass the House 
this day and go to the Senate, that the li'tle rem- 
nantof this fund might be saved, and the demands 
of the Government to pay the existing pensions 
might be met in time; (for which purpose one 
hundred and fifty thonsand ¢co'lars would be wani- 
ing on the first of January next.) Bat he could 
not sit still and hear such extreordinary charges 
advanced <gainst the Secretary of the Navy with- 
out making some reply. If there ever was an offi- 


| cer of Government whose conduct was not only 


unworthy of blame, but deserved the highest praice 
for his fidelity, the Secretary was that officer. No 
sooner did he find himself in office, than his a'ten- 
tion was immediately tarned to this pension law 
of 1837; and at the very next session he failed not 
'o warn Congress that if the law was suffered to 
remain as it stood, the navy pension fund would 
shortly be absorbed in its application to an object 
for which that fund had never been originally 
created. In the Senate, this warning took effect, 
and the law was repeale:'; but the bill of repesl 
was lost in the House; why, Mr. T. coul! not say. 
They all knew how time was often wasted in that 
body by irrelevant and Ja‘iudinous discus-ion. 
He did not find ‘ault with this, because he believed 
that, upon the whole, the country was benefited by 
it. The Committee on Naval Affairs had reported 
a bill to puta stop to this waste and misapplica- 
tion of the fand, but it never had been acted upon. 
Thus much on the delay which had taken place. 

Now as to the actual operation of the law of 
1837. He wished the House to see whether the 
fund had not been exhausted throuzh the Jegilimate 
interpretation of that law. The gentleman from 
Virzinia had fallen into most strange mistakes, in 
his apprehension of the subject, to confute which 
it would be only necessary to look atthe Jaw. [Mr. 
T. here quoted the act of 1837.) From this it ap- 
peared that there were two classes of pensioners 
contempiated: 1, the widows and children of offi- 
cers, Seamen, or marines, who had died in the pub- 
lic service; and 2, persons who had been personally 
¢Civabled by weunds or icjaries received 1a such 
service. In both cases the law was not prospecive 
merely, but retrospective also. It nt only granted 
pensions in futuro, but required that the pen: ion 
sh uld be reckoned back to the death of the o%cer, 
seaman, or marine, and to the dete of the disability 
incurred. Jn this manner there had been paid in a 
single \ear, to 92 invalids. the sum of $78 000, to 
&5 widows the sum of $121,000, and to 129 chil- 
dren $129,000. 

Here was a gross sum of $329 600 pa:d as ar- 
rears, besifes the annual pensions which were to be 
provided for. 

Mr. WISE here explained, and insisted that, 
even according to Mr. T’s own showing, th«re 
ought to be a large balance still left in the hands of 
the Department. 

Mr. THOMAS said he had only stated the 
result cf the operation of the !aw for a period of 
six months from the 31 of March,to the 30th of 
S-ptember, 1837. The law had continued in force 
to this day. 

Mr. WISE agaia interposed, and referr d toa 
report which stated the gro-s amount of arrears at 
about $300,000; and inguired how muchit had 
been since increased? 

Mr. THOMAS said he held in his hand another 
account from the Navy Depariment, giving the 
particalars of anvther amount pail in the form of 
arrea‘ages, exceeding §800000. If gentlemen 
would lock fully into the subject, instead of taking 
partial views, they would find that every dolar of 
the fand was accounted for. 

Mr. WISE According to that, there ought to 
be no balance atall left, but the Secretary reporis 
a balance. 

Mr. THOMAS said there was abou! $158 000 
left still, on the first of Decembrr jast. Bai whence 
cid this law which had Jed to serch a re:ult ema- 
pat? Who authorized this application of the pen- 
sion fund? It was not the Secretary of the Navy 
or the Commissicner of Pensions, but the two 
Houses of Congress. Who were the authors of the 








bil? It had-been reported to the Senate by the 
honorable Mr. Rc Binson of Iliinois, and sent to the 
Commitee on Naval Affairs, of which Mr. Soury. 
ARD was a member, and he had reporied the bill to 
the Senate, by whom it had been pas-ed without a 
division. The Senate bill, coming into the House 
had been referred to the Commitiee on Naval Af. 
fairs in the House. Mr. T. read the names of 
this commitice; among which thatof Mr. Wis, 
was one. The bill had been ordered to its third 
reading without a division, and passed by the 
House without amendment. 

Mr. WISE explained, stating that, though his 
name appeared on the Nava! Committee, he was 
not responsible for the bill, He was at that time 
buat nominally one of the committee—his atientiog 
was directed elsewhere—he had other fish to fry— 
and could no longer attend to the business of that 
committee, (of which he had previously been an 
active membher,) being appointed on another oc. 
casion which occupied his time and thoughts. 

Mr. THCMAS had not the least suspicion as to 
that gentleman’s course in relation to the bill. The 
responsibility rested on the whole House. Con. 
gress passed the law, and ordered the Cecretary to 
administer it. That «fficer had warned them how 
it won'd operate and was operating. And was he 
then to be arraigned for carrying out an act which 
was the law of the land? 

Mr. REED (also a member of the Naval Com- 
mittee) here made some explanation which was to- 
tally inaudible to the Reporter. 

Mr. THOMAS, then resuming, observed that he 
concurred fully with such part of the remarks of 
the honorable géntleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
Apams) as rela'ed to the policy of leaving in the 
hands of Heads of Depariments the discretionary 
power of buying and selling on public account 
stocks of any description. He had raised his fee- 
ble voice against such a practice many years ago. 
But while the awhority remained, he trusted that 
parties accused, es the Secretary of the Navy had 
been, would be tried by the lawas it stood. That, 
if he had for his acts the express authority of law, 
he would be aequitied. And if such authority 
were in itse}f wrong, Congress would withdraw i, 
but not unjustly charge the fault of the law on the 
officer who executed it. Now, as the navy pension 
fund originated from prize-mouey taken in time of 
war, and as the United States had had neither war 
nor prizes for some years, he inferred that, as the 
Secretary would violate his duty should he let the 
fund tie idle in bis hands, the investment of it in 
sock had been made some fitieen years ago. 

Mr. ADAMS here interposed to say that those 
investments had a!l takes place since 1837, and 
never before. 

Mr. THOMAS, resuming, said tha‘ he referred 
to the capital of the fand. It was the inverest 
which had been invested; and in thus vesting it, the 
S-eretary bad bat followed the course of his pre- 
decessors. The law itself provided that the Secre- 
tary might vest the interest of the fund in any way 
he thought best. [Mr. T. here quoted the law.]} 


| The present Secretary could, however, have had 


but a smallsum to invest in any way. Whcther 
the investment had been prudenily made or no’, 
Mr. T. would not now express an opinion; he ra- 
ther supposed, however, that it would te admi ted 
io be beter to place the money in State stocks, 14 
ther than in those of any private corporation. The 
fault, if any, was in Congress, in not la;ing down 
a rule specifying in what stcck the interest of this 
fund should be invested. As to the sale of the 
stocks which had been purchaved, it was an opera- 
tion indispensable to meet the engagements of the 
Government. Mr. T. observed, in conclu-ion, that 
he had not attempted (o go in‘o a reply to the speech 
of the honorable gentleman from Massachuseits, 
(Mr. Apams,] nor did he feel bound to do so. He 
was not in the seme situation with that gentleman, 
having a speech prepared for delivery at a former 
session. 

Mr. MONROE said the Congress «f 1837 had 
disposed of a fund ever which they had nv control; 
and it was tLe duty of the representatives to replace 
the fund, repeal the act of 1837, acknowledge the 
debt, and pay the interest; and that intcrest would 
pay the pensioners annually. 
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Mr. ANDERSON of Maine followed; but owing 
to the customary loud conversation near the Re- 

rters’ desk, not one word in a dozen could be 
heard with distinctness. 


Mr. SHEPARD moved to amend the bill, by 
adding the following, to come in as an additional 
section: 

Sec. 2. Aad be ut further enacted, That the act of 
March 3, 1837, entitied, An act for the more equi- 
table administration of the navy pension fund, be 
repealed. 

Mr. REED objected to the amendment. He 
thought its adoption at this time would be too pre- 
cipitate. He wished a full and careful examina- 
tion before the law should be repealed. 


After some brief remarks from Mr. TILLING- 


AST, 

Mr. PECK demanded the previous question, 
which was seconded by the House. 

The main question was then ordered, and, being 
put, first on the amendment, resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Atherton, Banks, 
Beirne, Black, Blackwel!, Boyd, Brewster, Burke, 
Sampson H. Butler, William O. Builer, Wm. 
B. Campbell, Carr, Casey, Chinn, Clifford, Coles, 
Connor, William R. Cooper, Crabb, Dana, John 
W. Davis, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Doig, 
Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Everett, Fine, Fisher, 
Floyd, Galbraith, Garland, Gerry, Giddings, Grif- 
fin, Hand, Hawes, Hill of North Carolina, Hub- 
bard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Leadbetter, Lewis, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClslian, McKay, Mallory, Mar- 
chand, Medill, Montanya, Parris, Pickens, Pore, 
Prentiss, Reynolds, Jas. Rogers, Ryall, Shaw, Albert 
Smith,S:eenrod, Strong, Stuart, Swearingen, F. Tho- 
mas, Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Turney, 
Underwood, Vroom, Watterson, Henry Williams, 
Lewis Williams, and Christopher H. Williams 
—8l. 


NAYS—Messsr:. Adams, Judson Allen, Bar- 
nard, Beatty, Boardman, Calhoun, Carter, Chit- 
tenden, Clark, Cranston, Edward Davies, John 
Davis, Dellet, Edwards, Everett, Fillmore, Gates, 
Goggin, Goode, Granger, Graves, Green, Haber- 
sham, Heary, Hill of Virginia, Hilleo, Hook, 
James, Kempshal!, Kille, Lane, Leet, Lincoln, 
McCarty, McCulloch, Marvin, Mason, Monroe, 
Moore, Morgan, Morrow, Naylor, Newhard, Os- 
borne, Palen, Paynter, Peck, Randall, Rariden, 
Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Simonton, Slade, Traman Smith, Tho- 
mas Smith, Stanly, Taliaferro, John B. Thomp- 
son, Tillieghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumball, Peter 
J. Wagner, Thomas W. Williams, Joseph L. 
Williams, and Wise—70. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The question then recurring on ordering the bill, 
as amended, to be engrossed for a third reading, 
was put, and decided in the affirmative. 

The bill was then read a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. WATTERSON, 
The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Turspay, December 29, 1840. 
DEATH OF HON. FELIX GRUNDY. 

Immediately after the reading of the journal, 

Mr. ANDERSON rose and addressed the Senate 
as follows : 

Mr. Presipent: By the last mail, I received 
from Nashville the sad intelligence of the death of 
my esteemed friend and distinguished colleague, 
and I rise to announce the event to the Senate. 
He died at Nashville on the 19:h instant. I 
have no words adequate to express my deep regret 
for this great public loss. I will not indulge, upon 
this occasion, in mere expressions of private grief, 
though I might find pardon and sympathy in the 
bosoms of many of his personal and endeared 
friends who surronnd me. They will feel 
with me that they have lost a friend who 
merited their esteem, and in whose social 








ee 


qualities the kindness of the heart was ever 
conspicueus, aad never, for a moment, extn- 
guished by party contests. But, sir, in bringing 
this melancholy event to the notice of the Senate, I 
am reminded not only of the claims of private 
friendship—of the loss which I feel that I have 
suffered in his death—but that Iam about to ask 
the action of this body in reference to a msn who 
was one of the Patriots and Siatermen of this 
land—a man of whom it may be said, truly, that 
he was the artificer of hisown fortunes, and wore 
those honors meekly, which his fidelity and talents 
had wonin many a well contested field of mental 
action. 

His loss is a public misfortane; and it will sink 
deep and lasting!y into the bosoms of his country- 
men. 

He was born in 1777, in the county of Berkiey, in 
the Old Dominion, that mother of patriots and 
great statesmen. His father emigrated in 1780 to 
Kentucky. At an early period he was left an or- 
phan, guided and cherished by a mother on whom 
misfortune had cast its deepest shadows. He was 
liberally educated at the Academy of Bardstown, 
Kentucky, then under the superintendence of Dr. 
Prizstiy, and passed h's scholastic days in hono- 
rable rivalry with sach men as Rowan, Pops, and 
Davis. 

He studied Jaw with that eminent civilian and 
ardent patriot, Gzorce Nicnoras. In selecting the 
legal profession, he consulted his natural taste and 
cast of mind; and when he came to the bar, he 
soon acquired the confidence and patronage of the 
public. In 1799, when aconvention was called in 
Kentucky to revise the Constitution, he was chosen 
as a member of that body from the county of 
Washington; and was afterwards elected to the 
Legislature of that State, and was the author of 
what is denominated the circu’t court system, by 
which justice was brought nearer to the hands and 
the doors of the people. 

He was subsequently elected to the Legislature of 
Kentucky. He continued in that station from 
1802 until 1806, when he was made one of the 
Supreme Judges of the State, and, at the transfer of 
Judge Topp to ihe Supreme Court of the United 
States, he was made Chief Justice. In 1808 he 
resigned that office, emigrated to Tennessee, and 
engaged in the practice of the law. The samesuc- 
cess followed his efforts there. The popular confi- 
dence was early bestowed upon him, and when our 
difficulties with Great Britain excited the appre- 
kension thas they could not be amicably ad- 
justed, his patriotism, his zeal, his wisdom, and his 
talent, pointed him out as the man peculiarly quali- 
fied with whom to entrus! such high interests—and 
I believe he was elected without opposition from 
the Nashville district, a member of the Con- 
gress ef 1811 and 1812. He was placed dur- 
ing that memorable period, by the distinguished Se- 
nator from Kentucky, then Speaker of the Hoose, 
upon the Committee of Foreign Relations, which was 
composed of some of the ablest men of the nation. It 
was with such men that he was rated, asd it was 
then that he first became known to the whole coun- 
try, and equally distinguished for his wisdom in coun- 
cil, his untiring zeal, and his powerful and inspiring 
eloquence. It was the meridian of his life, and the 
fire of his youth had not subsided; that gentler, per- 
haps not less lofty strain of eloquence to which 
we have listened here in his latter days, marked 
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then his efforts, bat they bad a'so an added strength, 
and energy, and point, that gave toail he said the 
highest force. 

After his retirement from his position there, he was 
clected to the Legislature of Tennessee, and con- 
tinued to acta valuable and distinguished part in 
the councils of his adopted State. In 1829, 
he was elected a member of this body. In 
this station he continued until 1837, when he re- 
signel his seat—and was afterwards called 
to the cabinet by the present President, and was 
again returned to the Senate at the commencement 
of this Congress. 


+ 














Of his action here I need not speak. Of one 
thing, I think I am certain—he hss left no enemy 
in this body, and many warm, very warm and de- 
voted frien’s, who will long cherish his memory. 
That gentle but mighty spirit, that could move so 
powerfully upon others, has itself been fially acted 
upon by the Giver of all good; and we are pei- 
mitted to cherish the belief that it now rests in the 
bosom of our Heavenly Father. He was aware 
of the immediate change that was about to trans- 
late him from time to eternity. He contemplated 
it with calmness and Christian resignation, in the 
humble hope that he would be numbered among 
the spirits of the redeemed made perfect. Religion 
had smoothed his path, and made his dying bed 
soft and gentle to his heart as the downy pillow. 

We shall hear his voice no more, but we will 
cherish his memory—for his was a spirit ever 
kind, noble, and bland as asummet’s morning. 
His eloquence charmed and delig'ted; often con- 
founded, but never repelled the admiration of his 
adversary. His friends—his State—his whole 
country, will deplore his death asa public cala- 
mity. History will attest that his life has been 
closed through a long path of toil,of patriotism, of 
honor, and of fame. 

Mr. A. then offered the fo!lowing resolutions: 

Resolved, ‘i hat the members cf the Senate, frem 
a sincere desire of showing every mark of respect 
due to the memory of ihe honorable Fetix Gronpy, 
late a member thereof, will ¢o into mourning, by 
wearing crape on ‘he left arm for thirty days 

Resolved, That as an additional mark of respect 
fr the memory of the honorable Frvix Gaunpy, 


the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. BENTON rose and said, that among the 
number of Senators now present, to whom a long 
and friendly intercour-e with our deceased brother 
Senator would give the right of seconding the mo- 
t on to confer honors upon his memory, he claimed 
to be one, and that on account of a friendly inter- 
course between them Iung before their mecting in 
this chamber. Judge Gnonpy, after having at- 
tained the highest professional advancement in the 
State of his first adoption—after having at an early 
age become Chief Justice of the Sapreme Court of 
Kentucky—after having earned the highest distine- 
tions of the bar and of the Legislative body, amidst 
the brilliant competition of genias and taleat which 
illustrated that young State—after achieving all this, 
at that early ege, when many are just commencing 
the serious business of life, he removed to the State 
of Tenneszee, there to recommence bis distinguished 
professional career. This was in the year 1806. 
My law license, said Mr. B. was just then signed. 
I was then a briefless young lawyer at the Nash- 
ville bar, and quickly had occasion to experience, 
in the conduct of the distinguished new comer, the 


generous and brotherly feeling which leads the 
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elder members of the profession to lend a helping 
hand to the younger. To bear |'ghtly on the errors 
of inexperience—to aid with advice—to extol what 
was praiseworthy—to encourage every honorable 
cffort—was his conduct to me as wellas to all 
other beginners in th: arduous career of the law. 
Thus commenced our acquaintance, in the exer- 
cise of yersonal and political friendship, thirty 
four years ago; and the friendly intercourse then 
began, has been continued upon a higher and dif- 
ferent theatre until death has closed the door upon 
the progress of his meritoreus and eventful life. 
These circumstances give me a right, among 
the many who are here and could so justly 
claim it—they give me a right to appear 
as the second to the motion which has just 
been meade. The Senator from Tennessee, 
[Mr. Anprerson,] the last colleague of the de- 
ceased, has wel! portrayed the character of Jadge 
Gavunpy—has well presented the leading events of 
his distinguished life, the high order of his talents, 
the benevolence of his heart, and the amenity of 
his manners. He has sketched the outline, witha 
friendly and a just hand, of these events and quali- 
ties. To fill up that outline, and to give the details 
of that pic'ure which he has so beautifully pre- 
rented, would require a time and an opportunity 
which the present sudcen and melancholy ccca- 
sion does not pre ent. He has done all wh'ch the 
occasion permits. He has preseated the picture 
ofa good man, and of a great m1, rising to emi- 
nence by the exercise of virtue end talents, and 
dispensing private heppiness in the family and 
social circle, while discharging the highest duties 
of the jurist, the statesman, and tke pa- 
triot. He bas more: he has be-n able 
to present—the life of our deceased friend en- 
abled him to present it—he has beea able to 
crown the picturé which he has drawn, with that 
feature without which all human character 
wou'd be imperfect; he has been able to pre- 
To this, said Mr. B, I 
can have nothing mcre, on this occasion, to add; 
and, therefore, fulfil my purpose in rising, by se- 
conding the motion which has been made to bestow 
our last honors on the memory of our deceased 
brother S-nator, Jadge Grunpy. 


The resolutions were then unanimously adopted, 
and the Senate adjourned. 


done 


sent him as a Christian. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tue pay, Dec. 29, 1840. 

After the journal had been read, 

Mr. GIDDINGS moved a reconsideration of the 
vo'e by which, on yesterday, the H: use had passed 
the biil making appropriation for the payment of 

NAVY PENSIONS, 
and which contained an amendment repealing the 
act of 1837 

Mr. REED, after some ‘preliminary remarks, 
moved a postp»nemeat of the subdj-ct until Taesday 
next, ia order that th bill might be printed, and an 
opporiunity affurded to members to examine it. 

Mr. F. THOMAS hoped that the motion to post- 
pone would not be pressed, as the money appro- 
priated in the bill would become due on the first of 
January. 

Mr. ADAMS conten¢ed that the amencment re- 
pealing the act of }837 was an inconsis‘ency; for 
while the bill itself appropriated money to poy 
pensions under that act, the amcndment took away 
the authority for paying them. 

Mr. REED, at the suggestion of several mem- 
bers, withdrew the motion to postpone. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST made some brief remarks 
in relation to certain specific abuses which he al- 
leged existed in the navy pension system. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. PICKENS said he had but a word to say. 
He thought, on yesterday, that he agreed with the 
gentieman from Massachusetts in respect to this 
law, and thought that he was following his friend 
from New Yerk, [Mr. Monroe } who so eloqvent- 
ly spoke of the trust fand b.ing seized upon, which 
was set aside for specific purposes. He thought 
he was following these gentlemen for the repeal of 
the law; for it seemed unjust, aod as he conceived, 
ought to be repealed. Now that act is repealed, 
(said Mr. P.) we find gentlemen wh» denounced 
this law, speaking against its repeal. He could not 
understand this system of legislation. If there 
were specific cases of injustice, as stated by the 
gentleman ‘rom Rhode Islaad, (Mr. Tittincuast,} 
let the chairman of the Committeeon Naval Af- 
fairs bring in a bill to obviate them, and he 
would cheerfully vote for it. He believed that, to 
preserve the navy, we must preserve its honor. 

The law, as stated by the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts ard the gentleman from New York, was 
unjust, and Mr. P. was for its repeal. It was by 
passing such laws that we struck at the honor of 
the navy, and the House did right in purging the 
statute book of the unjust law. 

In case the House should refuse to reconsider the 
vote, he hoped the chairman of the Naval Com- 
mittee would bring in a bill which would cover the 
whole matter, and do justice to widows and orphans. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL, after a review of the 
origin of the navy pension laws, contended that 
the Jaw of 1837 ovght not to be repealed without 
proper notice being given to the persons receivirg 
pensions under it. If the House thought proper to 
adopt a mesure of this kind, he thought at least 
six month,’ notice ought to be given, as otherwise it 
would canse great inconvenience. 

Mr. SHEPARD then took the floor, and was 
proceeding to vindica'e his amendment, when 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
their Secretary, who presented a series of resolu- 
tions adopted by that body, announcing the decease 
of the Hor. Frerix Grunpy, a Senator from Ten- 
nessee, and paying a tribute of respect tohis me- 
mory. 

The resolutions having been read, 

Mr. A. V. BROWN of Tennessee rose, and in 
avery impressive manner pronounced the follow- 
ing eulogium: 

Mr. Speaxer: The painfal annunciation which 
we have just heard, makes it preper that I should 
submit to the House the recoluiions which I now 
sen] to your table. 


It is true that the deceased, at the time vf his 
death, was nota member of this House: but he 
was once a member of it; and the deep and inde. 
lible impress of his talents and patriotism, whilst 
he was here, the lapse of nearly thirty years has 
not been able to efface. What record in our ar- 
chives does not tell of his great and invaluable ser- 
vices, in 1812, '13, and ’i4, when we declared and 
prosecuted with success “the second war of inde- 
pencence,” against the proudest and strong- 
est nation in the world?) The bold and 
thriliing eloquence with whieh he urged this 
body ta declare that war, and the readi- 
ness with which he voted forall the supplies, both 
of men and money, necessary to its prosecution, 
identifird Mr. Groxpy with the most illustricus 
patriots of that eventful period. 

Were these his only services, a Nation’s grati- 
tude m‘ght sti'l challenge at our hands, as well as 
from the body of which he was a member, some 
tribute of respect to the memory of one who was, 
at that period, so wise in council and socminent in 
debate. 

His public career commenced more than. forty 
years ago, in the convention for revising the Cor- 
stitution of Kentucky. He was then but twenty- 
one or two years of age; but exhibited, during the 





deliberations of that body, unerring evidence of 
his future usefulness and eminence. : 

He was afterwards, for six years, a dis inguished 
and usefal member of the Legislature of that State; 
losing nothing, by comparison, with any of those 
eminent Jawyers and statesmen of which Kentucky 
has always been so prolific. 

In 1806, he was elected one ef the judges of 
the Supreme Court of that State, and was soon af- 
ter appointed its Chief Justice, and discharged its 
duties with industry, impartiality, and distingnished 
ability. 

In the winter of 1807-"8, he removed to Ten- 
nessee, and for several years devoted himself ex- 
clusively to the practice of his profession, in which 
he had but few equals, and certainly no superiors. 
To say this of any one who came in forensic col- 
lision with such men as Jonn Dickenson, Judge 
Haywoop, Jenxin Wuire:ine, Judge Overton, 
and in later years with Judge Crave and Wituiam 
L. Brown, is no ordinary praise. In criminal ju- 
rsprudence, even these claimed no competitorship 
with him; but he stood out in advance of all others, 
unrivalled as an able, eloquent, and successful ad- 
vocate. 

He served in the Legislature of Tennessee, be- 
ginning in 1819, about the same length of time he 
had done in that of Kentucky—p'acing on her 
statute book some of her most valuable laws, and 
giving to her legislation, by his preceptsand exam- 
ple, much of that moral tone and liberality of prin- 
ciple which now distinguishes it. 

In 1829, Mr. Grunpy was e'ected to the United 
States Senate, and commenced his labors in that 
body with the administration of General Jackson. 
What his services to the country have been since 
then, either as a Senator or Attorney General, is 
too fresh in the recollection of all to need to be re- 
peated on the present occasion. But the future 
history of this country (when that history can be 
written unbiassed by the party prejudices of the 
day) cannot fail to award to Mv. Grunpy the 
highest meed of praise, of having beer a safe and 
discreet Counsellor, an eloquent and efficient Sena- 
tor, and an undoubted Patriot. 

The loss of such a man, at any time, must be 
felt by the nation, At such a moment as the pre- 
sent, when America stands in need of all the talents 
and all the patriotism of a'l her most gilted sons 
his loss must be deeply felt, and deeply mourned’ 
To his own State, that he so dearly loved, which 
had honored him so often, and whose recent confi- 
dence in him I know he was anxious to repay by 
the most devoted zeal and fideliiy—to Tennessee, 
his loss must be almost irreparable. But, O God! 
what must it be to his bereaved family! To her, who 
has been the wife of his bosom from youth to oid 
age—from the days of his poverty to those of 
wealth and of fame !—to her, whom we (louking to- 
ward Mr. Torvey) so lately saw watching by his 
side, with such conjugal affection, and such Chris- 
tian hope !—what to her must be his loss! What 
to his children! But I forbear: I have no right to 
conduct you into “this house of mourning,” whose 
agonized inmates must look to no earthly source 
for consolation in this sad hour of their bereave- 
ment and sorrow. 

Mr. BROWN then sent to the Chair the follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Resolued, unanimously, That as a, testimony of 
respect for the memory of the Hon. Fetix Grunpy, 
late a member of the Senate of the United States, 
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